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What does the collapse of sub-prime lending have in common with a broken jackscrew in an airliner’s
tailplane? Or the oil spill disaster in the Gulf of Mexico with the burn-up of Space Shuttle Columbia? These
were systems that drifted into failure. While pursuing success in a dynamic, complex environment with
limited resources and multiple goal conflicts, a succession of small, everyday decisions eventually produced
breakdowns on a massive scale.

We have trouble grasping the complexity and normality that gives rise to such large events. We hunt for
broken parts, fixable properties, people we can hold accountable. Our analyses of complex system
breakdowns remain depressingly linear, depressingly componential - imprisoned in the space of ideas once
defined by Newton and Descartes.

The growth of complexity in society has outpaced our understanding of how complex systems work and fail.
Our technologies have gotten ahead of our theories. We are able to build things - deep-sea oil rigs,
jackscrews, collateralized debt obligations - whose properties we understand in isolation. But in competitive,
regulated societies, their connections proliferate, their interactions and interdependencies multiply, their
complexities mushroom.

This book explores complexity theory and systems thinking to understand better how complex systems drift
into failure. It studies sensitive dependence on initial conditions, unruly technology, tipping points, diversity
- and finds that failure emerges opportunistically, non-randomly, from the very webs of relationships that
breed success and that are supposed to protect organizations from disaster. It develops a vocabulary that
allows us to harness complexity and find new ways of managing drift.
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From reader reviews:

Melissa Alfonso:

Hey guys, do you desires to finds a new book to read? May be the book with the name Drift into Failure:
From Hunting Broken Components to Understanding Complex Systems suitable to you? The particular book
was written by famous writer in this era. The book untitled Drift into Failure: From Hunting Broken
Components to Understanding Complex Systemsis the main of several books that everyone read now. This
particular book was inspired a lot of people in the world. When you read this publication you will enter the
new dimension that you ever know just before. The author explained their strategy in the simple way, so all
of people can easily to comprehend the core of this reserve. This book will give you a large amount of
information about this world now. So you can see the represented of the world within this book.

Mary Alejandro:

The publication with title Drift into Failure: From Hunting Broken Components to Understanding Complex
Systems has a lot of information that you can discover it. You can get a lot of help after read this book. This
particular book exist new know-how the information that exist in this reserve represented the condition of the
world at this point. That is important to yo7u to learn how the improvement of the world. This kind of book
will bring you inside new era of the globalization. You can read the e-book on your smart phone, so you can
read the idea anywhere you want.

Kerry Giles:

Are you kind of busy person, only have 10 or even 15 minute in your day time to upgrading your mind talent
or thinking skill possibly analytical thinking? Then you have problem with the book when compared with
can satisfy your short period of time to read it because all this time you only find e-book that need more time
to be examine. Drift into Failure: From Hunting Broken Components to Understanding Complex Systems
can be your answer as it can be read by anyone who have those short time problems.

David Gonzales:

Beside this kind of Drift into Failure: From Hunting Broken Components to Understanding Complex
Systems in your phone, it may give you a way to get more close to the new knowledge or info. The
information and the knowledge you will got here is fresh through the oven so don't possibly be worry if you
feel like an aged people live in narrow commune. It is good thing to have Drift into Failure: From Hunting
Broken Components to Understanding Complex Systems because this book offers for your requirements
readable information. Do you oftentimes have book but you don't get what it's about. Oh come on, that will
not end up to happen if you have this in your hand. The Enjoyable set up here cannot be questionable, like
treasuring beautiful island. Use you still want to miss this? Find this book along with read it from today!
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