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For many years, Emily Dickinson's cryptic verse was viewed as an isolated phenomenon, the poet herself an
enigma whose motivations and influences were shrouded in mystery. Eschewing such stereotypes, Elizabeth
A. Petrino places the Belle of Amherst within the context of other nineteenth-century women poets and
examines the feminist implications of their work. Dickinson and contemporaries like Lydia Sigourney,
Louisa May Alcott, and Helen Hunt Jackson developed in their writing a rhetoric of duplicity that enabled
them to question conventional values but still maintain the propriety necessary to achieve publication. To
demonstrate these strategies, Petrino examines both Dickinson's poetry and a range of "women's" genres,
from the child elegy to the discourse of flowers. She also enlists contemporary magazines, unpublished
professional correspondence, even gravestone inscriptions and posthumous paintings of children to explain
what Petrino calls the most significant fact of Dickinson's literary biography, her decision not to publish. In
the end, we see how, "these poets create a kind of cultural palimpsest, writing and rewriting central tropes
about death, marriage and motherhood, and the power and function of consolatory verse, barely visible under
the erasures of literary history. Set against a new and recently recovered tradition of female verse writing,
Dickinson's central place in the canon and her position as a consummate artist are clearly affirmed."
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From reader reviews:

Barbara Spangler:

Inside other case, little individuals like to read book Emily Dickinson and Her Contemporaries: Women's
Verse in America, 1820-1885. You can choose the best book if you like reading a book. Given that we know
about how is important the book Emily Dickinson and Her Contemporaries: Women's Verse in America,
1820-1885. You can add understanding and of course you can around the world with a book. Absolutely
right, simply because from book you can understand everything! From your country until finally foreign or
abroad you can be known. About simple thing until wonderful thing you are able to know that. In this era, we
could open a book or perhaps searching by internet device. It is called e-book. You should use it when you
feel bored stiff to go to the library. Let's study.

Michael Milliner:

In this 21st centuries, people become competitive in most way. By being competitive at this point, people
have do something to make these survives, being in the middle of often the crowded place and notice through
surrounding. One thing that occasionally many people have underestimated that for a while is reading. Yep,
by reading a book your ability to survive enhance then having chance to remain than other is high. For you
who want to start reading some sort of book, we give you this kind of Emily Dickinson and Her
Contemporaries: Women's Verse in America, 1820-1885 book as starter and daily reading publication. Why,
because this book is more than just a book.

Melanie Ratcliff:

Reading a book to get new life style in this calendar year; every people loves to examine a book. When you
examine a book you can get a lot of benefit. When you read textbooks, you can improve your knowledge,
due to the fact book has a lot of information on it. The information that you will get depend on what forms of
book that you have read. If you wish to get information about your examine, you can read education books,
but if you act like you want to entertain yourself you are able to a fiction books, this sort of us novel, comics,
in addition to soon. The Emily Dickinson and Her Contemporaries: Women's Verse in America, 1820-1885
will give you new experience in reading a book.

Evelyn Looney:

In this period globalization it is important to someone to get information. The information will make you to
definitely understand the condition of the world. The health of the world makes the information easier to
share. You can find a lot of referrals to get information example: internet, magazine, book, and soon. You
can view that now, a lot of publisher this print many kinds of book. The book that recommended to you
personally is Emily Dickinson and Her Contemporaries: Women's Verse in America, 1820-1885 this
publication consist a lot of the information in the condition of this world now. This particular book was
represented so why is the world has grown up. The vocabulary styles that writer value to explain it is easy to



understand. The actual writer made some exploration when he makes this book. This is why this book
suitable all of you.
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