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Visually, many contemporary buildings either reflect their systems of production or recollect earlier styles
and motifs. This division between production and representation is in some ways an extension of that
between modernity and tradition. In this book, David Leatherbarrow and Mohsen Mostafavi explore ways
that design can take advantage of production methods such that architecture is neither independent of nor
dominated by technology.Leatherbarrow and Mostafavi begin with the theoretical and practical isolation of
the building surface as the subject of architectural design. The autonomy of the surface, the "free facade,"
presumes a distinction between the structural and nonstructural elements of the building, between the frame
and the cladding. Once the skin of the building became independent of its structure, it could just as well hang
like a curtain, or like clothing. The focus of the relationship between structure and skin is the architectural
surface. In tracing the handling of this surface, the authors examine both contemporary buildings and those
of the recent past. Architects discussed include Albert Kahn, Ludwig Mies van der Rohe, Alison and Peter
Smithson, Alejandro de la Sota, Robert Venturi, Jacques Herzog, and Pierre de Meuron.The properties of a
building's surface -- whether it is made of concrete, metal, glass, or other materials -- are not merely
superficial; they construct the spatial effects by which architecture communicates. Through its surfaces a
building declares both its autonomy and its participation in its surroundings.
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From reader reviews:

Sharon Stennis:

Within other case, little folks like to read book Surface Architecture (MIT Press). You can choose the best
book if you want reading a book. So long as we know about how is important a book Surface Architecture
(MIT Press). You can add knowledge and of course you can around the world by a book. Absolutely right,
since from book you can realize everything! From your country until finally foreign or abroad you will find
yourself known. About simple thing until wonderful thing it is possible to know that. In this era, we can open
a book or even searching by internet unit. It is called e-book. You should use it when you feel bored stiff to
go to the library. Let's examine.

Mary McDonald:

Book is definitely written, printed, or created for everything. You can know everything you want by a
publication. Book has a different type. As we know that book is important factor to bring us around the
world. Close to that you can your reading talent was fluently. A reserve Surface Architecture (MIT Press)
will make you to always be smarter. You can feel far more confidence if you can know about everything. But
some of you think which open or reading a book make you bored. It isn't make you fun. Why they could be
thought like that? Have you searching for best book or appropriate book with you?

Diane Welton:

The book Surface Architecture (MIT Press) can give more knowledge and information about everything you
want. Why must we leave the good thing like a book Surface Architecture (MIT Press)? A number of you
have a different opinion about e-book. But one aim that will book can give many data for us. It is absolutely
suitable. Right now, try to closer together with your book. Knowledge or details that you take for that, you
may give for each other; you may share all of these. Book Surface Architecture (MIT Press) has simple
shape nevertheless, you know: it has great and large function for you. You can search the enormous world by
wide open and read a guide. So it is very wonderful.

Sherry Nicholson:

What do you regarding book? It is not important along? Or just adding material if you want something to
explain what the one you have problem? How about your free time? Or are you busy man or woman? If you
don't have spare time to do others business, it is make one feel bored faster. And you have time? What did
you do? Every individual has many questions above. The doctor has to answer that question simply because
just their can do this. It said that about publication. Book is familiar in each person. Yes, it is suitable.
Because start from on kindergarten until university need this particular Surface Architecture (MIT Press) to
read.
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