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"We're very sophisticated, boasting the most vital theatrical community in America, but we're naive to the
point that we're still shocked whenever another politician we trust gets indicted. A deeply religious town that
tolerates sinners, Chicago combines all that is awe inspiring and a lot of what is awful about America."

Such paradoxes fuel award-winning author and columnist Norman Mark's fascination with his hometown. In
Chicago: Heart and Soul of America, he explains that there's much more to the Windy City than people see
on the surface. Aided by an outstanding collection of images compiled by noted art director Kerry
Robertson, Mark explores the lesser-known side of Chicago--the side that boasts a history full of colorful
personalities and memorable events.

Take "Cap" Streeter, who is literally responsible for constructing 186 acres of the city. Or John "Bet-a-
Million" Gates, whose high-stakes whist and bridge games at the Rookery were the stuff of legends. Or
Harriet Papastratakos, who has arranged more than 5,000 marriages--and counting. Each of those characters-
-and countless others--has helped make Chicago an unrivaled metropolis, truly second to none.

Where else but Chicago can you find a mayor who fired the entire police force--and then watched as the
crime rate went down? Where else can a woman literally hog-tie a man into marrying her--and the two live
happily ever after? Where else will an arts fanatic stand up before the second act of a Chicago Ballet
performance, chant "We're Number One!" and be absolutely right?

As Mark aptly demonstrates, "Chicago is the city that loves to be Number One above all things." And for
that reason, it is--and always will be--the heart and soul of America.
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From reader reviews:

Bonnie Lugo:

Book is usually written, printed, or descriptive for everything. You can learn everything you want by a guide.
Book has a different type. As you may know that book is important thing to bring us around the world. Close
to that you can your reading talent was fluently. A reserve Chicago: Heart and Soul of America (Urban
Tapestry Series) will make you to possibly be smarter. You can feel considerably more confidence if you can
know about anything. But some of you think this open or reading the book make you bored. It isn't make you
fun. Why they might be thought like that? Have you in search of best book or suited book with you?

Ladonna Warren:

Reading a e-book tends to be new life style with this era globalization. With examining you can get a lot of
information that may give you benefit in your life. Using book everyone in this world may share their idea.
Textbooks can also inspire a lot of people. Lots of author can inspire all their reader with their story or
maybe their experience. Not only the story that share in the books. But also they write about the information
about something that you need instance. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your young ones,
there are many kinds of book that exist now. The authors on earth always try to improve their ability in
writing, they also doing some analysis before they write for their book. One of them is this Chicago: Heart
and Soul of America (Urban Tapestry Series).

Alice Prahl:

The book Chicago: Heart and Soul of America (Urban Tapestry Series) has a lot info on it. So when you read
this book you can get a lot of profit. The book was compiled by the very famous author. Tom makes some
research previous to write this book. This specific book very easy to read you can find the point easily after
reading this book.

George Williams:

On this era which is the greater person or who has ability to do something more are more precious than other.
Do you want to become among it? It is just simple method to have that. What you are related is just spending
your time not much but quite enough to experience a look at some books. One of many books in the top list
in your reading list is Chicago: Heart and Soul of America (Urban Tapestry Series). This book that is
certainly qualified as The Hungry Hills can get you closer in turning into precious person. By looking way
up and review this book you can get many advantages.
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