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Book Description:

"The Priapeia is a collection of poems (ninety five in number) in various meters on the subject of Priapus. It
was compiled from literary works and inscriptions on images of the god by an unknown editor, who
composed the introductory epigram. From their style and versification it is evident that the poems belong to
the best period of Latin literature. Some, however, may be interpolations of a later period. They will be
found in F. Bitchelers Peironius (f 904), L. Mullers Catullus (1870), and E. Bahrens, Poetae latini minores, I.
(1879).

These poems were posted upon statues of Priapus that stood in the midst of gardens as the protector of the
fruits that grew therein. These statues were often crude carvings made from tree trunks. They roughly
resembled the form of a man and were equipped with a huge, erect phallus that doubled as a club that the
gardener could use against would-be robbers. The statues also promoted the gardens' fertility.

The verses are attributed variously to Virgil, Ovid, and Domitius Marsus. However, most authorities on the
matter regard them to have been the work of a group of poets who met at Maecenasâ€™ house, amusing
themselves by writing tongue-in-cheek tributes to the garden Priapus. (Maecenas was Horace's patron.)
Others, including Martial and Petronius, were thought to have added more verses in imitation of the
originals.

The Priapeia was translated into English by Leonard C. Smithers and Sir Richard Burton (the latter of whom
also translated The Book of the Thousand Nights and a Night), who provided numerous glosses concerning
the sexual practices and proclivities that are referenced in the poems. These explanatory notes address such
diverse topics as fellatio (for which they use the synonym "irrumation"), cunnilingus, masturbation,
bestiality, sexual positions, eunuchism, phalli, religious prostitution, aphrodisiacs, pornography, and sexual
terminology.

The poems include monologues by Priapus in which the god congratulates and praises himself for the size
and virility of his sexual parts and issues fearful warnings to those who would trespass upon his garden or
attempt to steal its fruits, threatening such miscreants with various punishments of a sexual nature, such as
fellatio and sodomy.

In the Introduction to the Priapeia, the translators point out that "The worship of Priapus amongst the
Romans was derived from the Egyptians, who, under the form of Apis, the Sacred Bull, adored the
generative Power of Nature,"? adding that "the Phallus was the ancient emblem of creation, and
representative of the gods Bacchus, Priapus, Hercules, Siva, Osiris, Baal and Asher, who were all Phallic
deities."" (Quote from wikipedia.org)
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From reader reviews:

Kathy Wilson:

This Priapeia: Sportive Epigrams on Priapus (Forgotten Books) book is simply not ordinary book, you have
after that it the world is in your hands. The benefit you get by reading this book is information inside this
reserve incredible fresh, you will get information which is getting deeper you actually read a lot of
information you will get. This specific Priapeia: Sportive Epigrams on Priapus (Forgotten Books) without we
know teach the one who examining it become critical in imagining and analyzing. Don't possibly be worry
Priapeia: Sportive Epigrams on Priapus (Forgotten Books) can bring any time you are and not make your bag
space or bookshelves' become full because you can have it with your lovely laptop even cellphone. This
Priapeia: Sportive Epigrams on Priapus (Forgotten Books) having fine arrangement in word in addition to
layout, so you will not sense uninterested in reading.

Rebecca Kurtz:

Reading a reserve can be one of a lot of task that everyone in the world loves. Do you like reading book so.
There are a lot of reasons why people enjoyed. First reading a publication will give you a lot of new facts.
When you read a publication you will get new information because book is one of various ways to share the
information or their idea. Second, reading through a book will make you actually more imaginative. When
you examining a book especially tale fantasy book the author will bring one to imagine the story how the
figures do it anything. Third, it is possible to share your knowledge to other people. When you read this
Priapeia: Sportive Epigrams on Priapus (Forgotten Books), you could tells your family, friends and soon
about yours book. Your knowledge can inspire the others, make them reading a reserve.

Bert Ferguson:

Do you really one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt when you are in the book store? Try to
pick one book that you find out the inside because don't evaluate book by its handle may doesn't work is
difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not as fantastic as in the outside look likes. Maybe
you answer can be Priapeia: Sportive Epigrams on Priapus (Forgotten Books) why because the amazing
cover that make you consider regarding the content will not disappoint you. The inside or content is
definitely fantastic as the outside as well as cover. Your reading sixth sense will directly show you to pick up
this book.

Millard Espinoza:

A lot of publication has printed but it differs. You can get it by net on social media. You can choose the very
best book for you, science, comic, novel, or whatever through searching from it. It is named of book
Priapeia: Sportive Epigrams on Priapus (Forgotten Books). You can include your knowledge by it. Without
leaving behind the printed book, it might add your knowledge and make an individual happier to read. It is
most essential that, you must aware about guide. It can bring you from one destination to other place.
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