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The late twentieth century witnessed rapid changes not only in Taiwan’s economy, but also in its identity.
Both economic as well as ideological restructuring have been basic elements in the transformation of postwar
Taiwan, as rapid democratization opened a Pandora’s Box, and stirred a whirlwind of social discord. This
volume considers such important questions as whether the old Taiwanese work ethic is a relic of the past,
and whether Taiwan is likely to become a battleground of ideological wars.

The book addresses Taiwanese nostalgia for Chinese culture; the rise and fall of postwar Taiwanese agrarian
culture; the transformation of farmers’ social consciousness in the period 1950–1970; the place of
Confucianism in postwar Taiwan; and the awakening of the "self" and the development of a Taiwanese
national identity in the post–World War II period. Finally, it considers whether "mutual historical
understanding" may be the basis for Taiwan-Mainland relations in the twenty-first century. This second
edition includes a new chapter on the history of Taiwan after World War II, incorporating additional
developments in Taiwan in the past decade.

Insights extrapolated from an understanding of history are essential for grasping and solving the basic
problems Taiwan now faces and, above all, the conflicted relationship between Taiwan and Mainland China.
The book’s thematic undercurrent is the question of Taiwan and Mainland China: How do we deal with the
tension between cultural China and political China?
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From reader reviews:

Peggy Ross:

In other case, little people like to read book Taiwan in Transformation: Retrospect and Prospect. You can
choose the best book if you'd prefer reading a book. So long as we know about how is important a book
Taiwan in Transformation: Retrospect and Prospect. You can add information and of course you can around
the world by a book. Absolutely right, simply because from book you can know everything! From your
country until foreign or abroad you will find yourself known. About simple matter until wonderful thing you
can know that. In this era, we can open a book or even searching by internet gadget. It is called e-book. You
may use it when you feel uninterested to go to the library. Let's go through.

Ignacio Lewis:

This book untitled Taiwan in Transformation: Retrospect and Prospect to be one of several books in which
best seller in this year, honestly, that is because when you read this reserve you can get a lot of benefit onto
it. You will easily to buy this particular book in the book store or you can order it via online. The publisher
in this book sells the e-book too. It makes you more easily to read this book, because you can read this book
in your Smart phone. So there is no reason to you personally to past this e-book from your list.

Lisa Mercado:

Reading a book tends to be new life style in this era globalization. With examining you can get a lot of
information that can give you benefit in your life. With book everyone in this world could share their idea.
Ebooks can also inspire a lot of people. A lot of author can inspire their own reader with their story as well as
their experience. Not only the storyline that share in the publications. But also they write about advantage
about something that you need case in point. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your young
ones, there are many kinds of book that you can get now. The authors nowadays always try to improve their
ability in writing, they also doing some research before they write on their book. One of them is this Taiwan
in Transformation: Retrospect and Prospect.

Bryon Diaz:

A lot of people always spent their very own free time to vacation or perhaps go to the outside with them
friends and family or their friend. Do you know? Many a lot of people spent many people free time just
watching TV, or maybe playing video games all day long. If you would like try to find a new activity that's
look different you can read a book. It is really fun for yourself. If you enjoy the book which you read you can
spent all day long to reading a guide. The book Taiwan in Transformation: Retrospect and Prospect it is
rather good to read. There are a lot of people that recommended this book. These were enjoying reading this
book. Should you did not have enough space to deliver this book you can buy the e-book. You can m0ore
effortlessly to read this book from your smart phone. The price is not very costly but this book possesses
high quality.
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