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Applying research findings from studies in visual perception, neurophysiology, cognitive psychology,
developmental psychology, and anthropology, Joseph D. Anderson defines the complex interaction of
motion pictures with the human mind and organizes the relationship between film and cognitive science.

Anderson’s primary argument is that motion picture viewers mentally process the projected images and
sounds of a movie according to the same perceptual rules used in response to visual and aural stimuli in the
world outside the theater. To process everyday events in the world, the human mind is equipped with
capacities developed through millions of years of evolution. In this context, Anderson builds a metatheory
influenced by the writings of J. J. and Eleanor Gibson and employs it to explore motion picture
comprehension as a subset of general human comprehension and perception, focusing his ecological
approach to film on the analysis of cinema’s true substance: illusion.

Anderson investigates how viewers, with their mental capacities designed for survival, respond to particular
aspects of filmic structure—continuity, diegesis, character development, and narrative—and examines the
ways in which rules of visual and aural processing are recognized and exploited by filmmakers. He uses
Orson Welles’s Citizen Kane to disassemble and redefine the contemporary concept of character
identification; he addresses continuity in a shot-by-shot analysis of images from Casablanca; and he uses a
wide range of research studies, such as Harry F. Harlow’s work with infant rhesus monkeys, to describe how
motion pictures become a substitute or surrogate reality for an audience. By examining the human capacity
for play and the inherent potential for illusion, Anderson considers the reasons viewers find movies so
enthralling, so emotionally powerful, and so remarkably real.
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From reader reviews:

Aline Moran:

What do you about book? It is not important along with you? Or just adding material when you want
something to explain what the one you have problem? How about your free time? Or are you busy man? If
you don't have spare time to try and do others business, it is gives you the sense of being bored faster. And
you have spare time? What did you do? All people has many questions above. The doctor has to answer that
question due to the fact just their can do which. It said that about book. Book is familiar in each person. Yes,
it is appropriate. Because start from on jardín de infancia until university need that The Reality of Illusion:
An Ecological Approach to Cognitive Film Theory to read.

Julia Jenkins:

In this 21st centuries, people become competitive in each way. By being competitive today, people have do
something to make these people survives, being in the middle of the actual crowded place and notice simply
by surrounding. One thing that occasionally many people have underestimated the item for a while is
reading. Yep, by reading a guide your ability to survive improve then having chance to stand up than other is
high. In your case who want to start reading a book, we give you this specific The Reality of Illusion: An
Ecological Approach to Cognitive Film Theory book as nice and daily reading e-book. Why, because this
book is usually more than just a book.

Ann Morgan:

Now a day those who Living in the era where everything reachable by talk with the internet and the
resources inside it can be true or not involve people to be aware of each info they get. How people have to be
smart in getting any information nowadays? Of course the answer is reading a book. Examining a book can
help men and women out of this uncertainty Information specially this The Reality of Illusion: An Ecological
Approach to Cognitive Film Theory book because this book offers you rich facts and knowledge. Of course
the information in this book hundred pct guarantees there is no doubt in it as you know.

Kathy Donnelly:

Reading a reserve make you to get more knowledge from it. You can take knowledge and information from a
book. Book is published or printed or outlined from each source that will filled update of news. On this
modern era like now, many ways to get information are available for an individual. From media social such
as newspaper, magazines, science reserve, encyclopedia, reference book, novel and comic. You can add your
knowledge by that book. Do you want to spend your spare time to spread out your book? Or just looking for
the The Reality of Illusion: An Ecological Approach to Cognitive Film Theory when you needed it?
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