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Descartes thought that we could achieve absolute certainty by starting with radical doubt. He adopts this
strategy in the Meditations on First Philosophy, where he raises sweeping doubts with the famous dream
argument and the hypothesis of an evil demon. But why did Descartes think we should take these
exaggerated doubts seriously? And if we do take them seriously, how did he think any of our beliefs could
ever escape them? Janet Broughton undertakes a close study of Descartes's first three meditations to answer
these questions and to present a fresh way of understanding precisely what Descartes was up to.

Broughton first contrasts Descartes's doubts with those of the ancient skeptics, arguing that Cartesian doubt
has a novel structure and a distinctive relation to the commonsense outlook of everyday life. She then argues
that Descartes pursues absolute certainty by uncovering the conditions that make his radical doubt possible.
She gives a unified account of how Descartes uses this strategy, first to find certainty about his own
existence and then to argue that God exists. Drawing on this analysis, Broughton provides a new way to
understand Descartes's insistence that he hasn't argued in a circle, and she measures his ambitions against
those of contemporary philosophers who use transcendental arguments in their efforts to defeat skepticism.
The book is a powerful contribution both to the history of philosophy and to current debates in epistemology.
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From reader reviews:

Karen Ruiz:

Book is to be different for every single grade. Book for children till adult are different content. As you may
know that book is very important normally. The book Descartes's Method of Doubt had been making you to
know about other information and of course you can take more information. It is extremely advantages for
you. The book Descartes's Method of Doubt is not only giving you much more new information but also to
become your friend when you sense bored. You can spend your own spend time to read your reserve. Try to
make relationship with the book Descartes's Method of Doubt. You never truly feel lose out for everything
should you read some books.

Lindsey Putman:

This Descartes's Method of Doubt book is not really ordinary book, you have after that it the world is in your
hands. The benefit you obtain by reading this book is definitely information inside this publication incredible
fresh, you will get details which is getting deeper you actually read a lot of information you will get. This
specific Descartes's Method of Doubt without we recognize teach the one who reading it become critical in
contemplating and analyzing. Don't always be worry Descartes's Method of Doubt can bring any time you
are and not make your tote space or bookshelves' turn out to be full because you can have it in your lovely
laptop even mobile phone. This Descartes's Method of Doubt having excellent arrangement in word along
with layout, so you will not sense uninterested in reading.

Patsy Locke:

Reading a guide can be one of a lot of activity that everyone in the world loves. Do you like reading book
consequently. There are a lot of reasons why people fantastic. First reading a publication will give you a lot
of new facts. When you read a publication you will get new information mainly because book is one of a
number of ways to share the information or perhaps their idea. Second, reading a book will make anyone
more imaginative. When you reading a book especially fictional book the author will bring you to definitely
imagine the story how the figures do it anything. Third, you could share your knowledge to others. When
you read this Descartes's Method of Doubt, you are able to tells your family, friends and soon about yours
publication. Your knowledge can inspire different ones, make them reading a guide.

Dixie Jones:

The reason why? Because this Descartes's Method of Doubt is an unordinary book that the inside of the
guide waiting for you to snap it but latter it will zap you with the secret this inside. Reading this book next to
it was fantastic author who write the book in such amazing way makes the content inside easier to
understand, entertaining means but still convey the meaning entirely. So , it is good for you for not hesitating
having this nowadays or you going to regret it. This amazing book will give you a lot of rewards than the
other book have got such as help improving your proficiency and your critical thinking means. So , still want
to hesitate having that book? If I ended up you I will go to the e-book store hurriedly.
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