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Despite their immense war-fighting capacity, the five most powerful states in the international system have
failed to attain their primary political objective in almost 40% of their military operations against weak state
and non-state targets since 1945. Why are states with tremendous military might so often unable to attain
their objectives when they use force against weaker adversaries? More broadly, under what conditions can
states use military force to attain their political objectives and what conditions limit the utility of military
force as a policy instrument? Can we predict the outcome of a war before the fighting begins?

Scholars and military leaders have argued that poor military strategy choices, domestic political constraints
on democratic governments, or failure to commit sufficient resources to the war effort can explain why
strong states lose small wars. In contrast, Who Wins? by Patricia L. Sullivan argues that the key to
understanding strategic success in war lies in the nature of the political objectives states pursue through the
use of military force. Sullvian does not deny the importance of war-fighting capacity, military strategies, or
resolve as determinants of war outcomes. But she provides both a coherent argument and substantial
empirical evidence that the effects of these factors are dependent on the nature of the belligerents' political
objectives.

The theory's predictions about the conditions under which states are able to attain their political objectives
through the use of military force are tested against the most widely accepted alternative explanations of war
outcomes with an abundance of historical data on violent conflicts. The results support Sullivan's argument
and challenge both existing theories and conventional wisdom about the impact of factors like military
strength, resolve, regime type, and war-fighting strategies on war outcomes.
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From reader reviews:

Peter Zimmerman:

Have you spare time for the day? What do you do when you have considerably more or little spare time?
Sure, you can choose the suitable activity regarding spend your time. Any person spent their spare time to
take a move, shopping, or went to the actual Mall. How about open or even read a book eligible Who Wins?:
Predicting Strategic Success and Failure in Armed Conflict? Maybe it is being best activity for you. You
already know beside you can spend your time with your favorite's book, you can wiser than before. Do you
agree with its opinion or you have various other opinion?

Elois Montgomery:

The book Who Wins?: Predicting Strategic Success and Failure in Armed Conflict make you feel enjoy for
your spare time. You can utilize to make your capable far more increase. Book can being your best friend
when you getting pressure or having big problem together with your subject. If you can make examining a
book Who Wins?: Predicting Strategic Success and Failure in Armed Conflict being your habit, you can get
far more advantages, like add your own personal capable, increase your knowledge about some or all
subjects. It is possible to know everything if you like open and read a reserve Who Wins?: Predicting
Strategic Success and Failure in Armed Conflict. Kinds of book are a lot of. It means that, science e-book or
encyclopedia or other people. So , how do you think about this guide?

Kyra Franson:

This Who Wins?: Predicting Strategic Success and Failure in Armed Conflict are reliable for you who want
to be a successful person, why. The explanation of this Who Wins?: Predicting Strategic Success and Failure
in Armed Conflict can be on the list of great books you must have is usually giving you more than just
simple studying food but feed anyone with information that possibly will shock your earlier knowledge. This
book will be handy, you can bring it almost everywhere and whenever your conditions both in e-book and
printed people. Beside that this Who Wins?: Predicting Strategic Success and Failure in Armed Conflict
forcing you to have an enormous of experience such as rich vocabulary, giving you demo of critical thinking
that we understand it useful in your day activity. So , let's have it and enjoy reading.

Tonya Quick:

Are you kind of occupied person, only have 10 as well as 15 minute in your day time to upgrading your mind
talent or thinking skill also analytical thinking? Then you are experiencing problem with the book when
compared with can satisfy your small amount of time to read it because this all time you only find book that
need more time to be go through. Who Wins?: Predicting Strategic Success and Failure in Armed Conflict
can be your answer since it can be read by an individual who have those short extra time problems.
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