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Do numbers and the other objects of mathematics enjoy atimeless existence independent of human minds, or
are they the products of cerebral invention? Do we discover them, as Plato supposed and many others have
believed since, or do we construct them? Does mathematics constitute a universal language that in principle
would permit human beings to communicate with extraterrestrial civilizations elsewherein the universe, or is
it merely an earthly language that owes its accidental existence to the peculiar evolution of neuronal
networks in our brains? Does the physical world actually obey mathematical laws, or doesit seem to
conform to them simply because physicists have increasingly been able to make mathematical sense of it?
Jean-Pierre Changeux, an internationally renowned neurobiologist, and Alain Connes, one of the most
eminent living mathematicians, find themselves deeply divided by these questions.

The problematic status of mathematical objects leads Changeux and Connes to the organization and function
of the brain, the ways in which its embryonic and post-natal development influences the unfolding of
mathematical reasoning and other kinds of thinking, and whether human intelligence can be simulated,
modeled,--or actually reproduced-- by mechanical means. The two men go on to pose ethical questions,
inquiring into the natural foundations of morality and the possibility that it may have aneural basis
underlying its social manifestations. This vivid record of profound disagreement and, at the same time,
sincere search for mutual understanding, follows in the tradition of Poincaré, Hadamard, and von Neumann
in probing the limits of human experience and intellectual possibility. Why order should exist in the world at
al, and why it should be comprehensible to human beings, is the question that lies at the heart of these
remarkable dialogues.
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From reader reviews:
Rhonda Yowell:

Areyou kind of stressful person, only have 10 aswell as 15 minute in your time to upgrading your mind
ability or thinking skill perhaps analytical thinking? Then you are receiving problem with the book than can
satisfy your small amount of time to read it because this al time you only find guide that need moretimeto
be study. Conversations on Mind, Matter, and Mathematics can be your answer since it can be read by an
individual who have those short free time problems.

Charles Trask:

Y ou can spend your free time to study this book this reserve. This Conversations on Mind, Matter, and
Mathematics is simple to create you can read it in the recreation area, in the beach, train along with soon. If
you did not possess much space to bring the printed book, you can buy the actual e-book. It is make you
simpler to read it. Y ou can save the actual book in your smart phone. Consequently there are alot of benefits
that you will get when one buys this book.

Kenneth Vargas:

Isit anyone who having spare time after that spend it whole day through watching television programs or
just telling lies on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Conversations on Mind, Matter, and
Mathematics can be the answer, oh how comes? It's a book you know. Y ou are thus out of date, spending
your time by reading in this fresh erais common not a nerd activity. So what these textbooks have than the
others?

Mark York:

Don't be worry for anyone who is afraid that this book can filled the space in your house, you can haveitin
e-book approach, more simple and reachable. This particular Conversations on Mind, Matter, and
Mathematics can give you alot of close friends because by you investigating this one book you have thing
that they don't and make you actually more like an interesting person. This specific book can be one of one
step for you to get success. This e-book offer you information that might be your friend doesn't understand,
by knowing more than different make you to be great persons. So , why hesitate? We need to have
Conversations on Mind, Matter, and Mathematics.
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