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Because of their spectacular, naturalistic pictures of plants and the human body, Leonhart Fuchs’s De
historia stirpium and Andreas Vesalius’s De humani corporis fabrica are landmark publications in the
history of the printed book. But as Picturing the Book of Nature makes clear, they do more than bear witness
to the development of book publishing during the Renaissance and to the prominence attained by the fields
of medical botany and anatomy in European medicine. Sachiko Kusukawa examines these texts, as well as
Conrad Gessner’s unpublished Historia plantarum, and demonstrates how their illustrations were integral to
the emergence of a new type of argument during this period—a visual argument for the scientific study of
nature.

 
To set the stage, Kusukawa begins with a survey of the technical, financial, artistic, and political conditions
that governed the production of printed books during the Renaissance. It was during the first half of the
sixteenth century that learned authors began using images in their research and writing, but because the
technology was so new, there was a great deal of variety of thought—and often disagreement—about exactly
what images could do: how they should be used, what degree of authority should be attributed to them,
which graphic elements were bearers of that authority, and what sorts of truths images could and did encode.
Kusukawa investigates the works of Fuchs, Gessner, and Vesalius in light of these debates, scrutinizing the
scientists’ treatment of illustrations and tracing their motivation for including them in their works. What
results is a fascinating and original study of the visual dimension of scientific knowledge in the sixteenth
century.
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From reader reviews:

Raymond Levine:

Book is actually written, printed, or created for everything. You can recognize everything you want by a
book. Book has a different type. As you may know that book is important issue to bring us around the world.
Alongside that you can your reading expertise was fluently. A publication Picturing the Book of Nature:
Image, Text, and Argument in Sixteenth-Century Human Anatomy and Medical Botany will make you to
always be smarter. You can feel more confidence if you can know about anything. But some of you think
that will open or reading a new book make you bored. It isn't make you fun. Why they are often thought like
that? Have you searching for best book or ideal book with you?

Linda Poteat:

What do you concentrate on book? It is just for students as they are still students or the item for all people in
the world, the actual best subject for that? Merely you can be answered for that concern above. Every person
has various personality and hobby for every single other. Don't to be pushed someone or something that they
don't would like do that. You must know how great in addition to important the book Picturing the Book of
Nature: Image, Text, and Argument in Sixteenth-Century Human Anatomy and Medical Botany. All type of
book can you see on many options. You can look for the internet solutions or other social media.

Harrison Colon:

Information is provisions for those to get better life, information these days can get by anyone on
everywhere. The information can be a know-how or any news even a huge concern. What people must be
consider any time those information which is within the former life are challenging to be find than now's
taking seriously which one is appropriate to believe or which one the actual resource are convinced. If you
have the unstable resource then you obtain it as your main information you will have huge disadvantage for
you. All of those possibilities will not happen within you if you take Picturing the Book of Nature: Image,
Text, and Argument in Sixteenth-Century Human Anatomy and Medical Botany as your daily resource
information.

Carlos Tabor:

Reading a book for being new life style in this season; every people loves to examine a book. When you
examine a book you can get a great deal of benefit. When you read books, you can improve your knowledge,
because book has a lot of information upon it. The information that you will get depend on what sorts of
book that you have read. If you want to get information about your research, you can read education books,
but if you want to entertain yourself read a fiction books, this sort of us novel, comics, as well as soon. The
Picturing the Book of Nature: Image, Text, and Argument in Sixteenth-Century Human Anatomy and
Medical Botany provide you with a new experience in looking at a book.
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