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Germaine de Staël (1766-1817) is perhaps best known today as a novelist, literary critic, and outspoken and
independent thinker. Yet she was also a prominent figure in politics during the French Revolution.
Biancamaria Fontana sheds new light on this often overlooked aspect of Staël's life and work, bringing
vividly to life her unique experience as a political actor in a world where women had no place.

The banker's daughter who became one of Europe's best-connected intellectuals, Staël was an exceptionally
talented woman who achieved a degree of public influence to which not even her wealth and privilege would
normally have entitled her. During the Revolution, when the lives of so many around her were destroyed, she
succeeded in carving out a unique path for herself and making her views heard, first by the powerful men
around her, later by the European public at large. Fontana provides the first in-depth look at her substantial
output of writings on the theory and practice of the exercise of power, setting in sharp relief the dimension of
Staël's life that she cared most about--politics. She was fascinated by the nature of public opinion, and
believed that viable political regimes were founded on public trust and popular consensus. Fontana shows
how Staël's ideas were shaped by the remarkable times in which she lived, and argues that it is only through
a consideration of her political insights that we can fully understand Staël's legacy and its enduring relevance
for us today.
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From reader reviews:

Andrew Sessions:

Book is usually written, printed, or created for everything. You can learn everything you want by a reserve.
Book has a different type. We all know that that book is important matter to bring us around the world. Close
to that you can your reading proficiency was fluently. A e-book Germaine de Staël: A Political Portrait will
make you to possibly be smarter. You can feel more confidence if you can know about everything. But some
of you think in which open or reading a new book make you bored. It is far from make you fun. Why they
could be thought like that? Have you looking for best book or ideal book with you?

Jack Crawford:

This book untitled Germaine de Staël: A Political Portrait to be one of several books which best seller in this
year, that is because when you read this guide you can get a lot of benefit in it. You will easily to buy that
book in the book retail store or you can order it by using online. The publisher with this book sells the e-
book too. It makes you quickly to read this book, because you can read this book in your Mobile phone. So
there is no reason for you to past this guide from your list.

Sheila Donovan:

The book with title Germaine de Staël: A Political Portrait has lot of information that you can find out it.
You can get a lot of gain after read this book. This particular book exist new understanding the information
that exist in this publication represented the condition of the world at this point. That is important to yo7u to
learn how the improvement of the world. This specific book will bring you throughout new era of the the
positive effect. You can read the e-book on your smart phone, so you can read the idea anywhere you want.

Sandra Alexander:

Reading a book to get new life style in this yr; every people loves to read a book. When you study a book
you can get a great deal of benefit. When you read textbooks, you can improve your knowledge, simply
because book has a lot of information in it. The information that you will get depend on what kinds of book
that you have read. In order to get information about your study, you can read education books, but if you
want to entertain yourself look for a fiction books, these kinds of us novel, comics, in addition to soon. The
Germaine de Staël: A Political Portrait provide you with new experience in studying a book.
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