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He called the first atomic bomb “technically sweet,” yet as he watched its brilliant light explode over the
New Mexico desert in 1945 in advance of the black horrors of Hiroshima and Nagasaki, he also thought of
the line from the Hindu epic The Bhagavad Gita: “I am become Death, the destroyer of worlds.” Physicist J.
Robert Oppenheimer, the scientific director of the Manhattan Project, the single most recognizable face of
the atomic bomb, and a man whose name has become almost synonymous with Cold War American nuclear
science, was and still is a conflicted, controversial figure who has come to represent an equally ambivalent
technology.

The Meanings of J. Robert Oppenheimer examines how he has been represented over the past seven decades
in biographies, histories, fiction, comics, photographs, film, television, documentaries, theater, and museums.
Lindsey Michael Banco gathers an unprecedented group of cultural texts and seeks to understand the
multiple meanings Oppenheimer has held in American popular culture since 1945. He traces the ways these
representations of Oppenheimer have influenced public understanding of the atomic bomb, technology,
physics, the figure of the scientist, the role of science in war, and even what it means to pursue knowledge of
the world around us. Questioning and unpacking both how and why Oppenheimer is depicted as he is across
time and genre, this book is broad in scope, profound in detail, and offers unique insights into the rise of
nuclear culture and how we think about the relationship between history, imagination, science, and nuclear
weapons today. 
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From reader reviews:

Robert Arnett:

Nowadays reading books be a little more than want or need but also get a life style. This reading routine give
you lot of advantages. The benefits you got of course the knowledge even the information inside the book
that will improve your knowledge and information. The information you get based on what kind of reserve
you read, if you want attract knowledge just go with education books but if you want experience happy read
one having theme for entertaining for example comic or novel. The particular The Meanings of J. Robert
Oppenheimer (New American Canon) is kind of publication which is giving the reader unstable experience.

Sean Scruggs:

Many people spending their time period by playing outside having friends, fun activity with family or just
watching TV the entire day. You can have new activity to spend your whole day by looking at a book. Ugh,
ya think reading a book will surely hard because you have to take the book everywhere? It fine you can have
the e-book, bringing everywhere you want in your Smartphone. Like The Meanings of J. Robert
Oppenheimer (New American Canon) which is getting the e-book version. So , try out this book? Let's see.

Jose Shepard:

This The Meanings of J. Robert Oppenheimer (New American Canon) is fresh way for you who has
attention to look for some information given it relief your hunger info. Getting deeper you into it getting
knowledge more you know or perhaps you who still having small amount of digest in reading this The
Meanings of J. Robert Oppenheimer (New American Canon) can be the light food for yourself because the
information inside this kind of book is easy to get simply by anyone. These books acquire itself in the form
which can be reachable by anyone, sure I mean in the e-book application form. People who think that in
publication form make them feel tired even dizzy this book is the answer. So you cannot find any in reading
a e-book especially this one. You can find what you are looking for. It should be here for anyone. So , don't
miss the idea! Just read this e-book sort for your better life and also knowledge.

Gerald Sosa:

Reading a guide make you to get more knowledge from this. You can take knowledge and information from
a book. Book is prepared or printed or created from each source this filled update of news. Within this
modern era like today, many ways to get information are available for a person. From media social including
newspaper, magazines, science reserve, encyclopedia, reference book, story and comic. You can add your
knowledge by that book. Are you hip to spend your spare time to spread out your book? Or just searching for
the The Meanings of J. Robert Oppenheimer (New American Canon) when you needed it?
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