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In 1963, Howard S. Becker gave a lecture about deviance, challenging the then-conventional definition that
deviance was inherently criminal and abnormal and arguing that instead, deviance was better understood as a
function of labeling.  At the end of his lecture, a distinguished colleague standing at the back of the room,
puffing a cigar, looked at Becker quizzically and asked, “What about murder? Isn’t that really deviant?” It
sounded like Becker had been backed into a corner. Becker, however, wasn’t defeated! Reasonable people,
he countered, differ over whether certain killings are murder or justified homicide, and these differences vary
depending on what kinds of people did the killing. In What About Mozart? What About Murder?, Becker
uses this example, along with many others, to demonstrate the different ways to study society, one that uses
carefully investigated, specific cases and another that relies on speculation and on what he calls “killer
questions,” aimed at taking down an opponent by citing invented cases.

Becker draws on a lifetime of sociological research and wisdom to show, in helpful detail, how to use a
variety of kinds of cases to build sociological knowledge. With his trademark conversational flair and
informal, personal perspective Becker provides a guide that researchers can use to produce general
sociological knowledge through case studies. He champions research that has enough data to go beyond
guesswork and urges researchers to avoid what he calls “skeleton cases,” which use fictional stories that pose
as scientific evidence. Using his long career as a backdrop, Becker delivers a winning book that will surely
change the way scholars in many fields approach their research.
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From reader reviews:

Belinda Tenney:

This What About Mozart? What About Murder?: Reasoning From Cases book is just not ordinary book, you
have after that it the world is in your hands. The benefit you obtain by reading this book is actually
information inside this guide incredible fresh, you will get information which is getting deeper an individual
read a lot of information you will get. This What About Mozart? What About Murder?: Reasoning From
Cases without we know teach the one who reading it become critical in imagining and analyzing. Don't be
worry What About Mozart? What About Murder?: Reasoning From Cases can bring once you are and not
make your carrier space or bookshelves' come to be full because you can have it with your lovely laptop
even phone. This What About Mozart? What About Murder?: Reasoning From Cases having excellent
arrangement in word along with layout, so you will not truly feel uninterested in reading.

Alfred Leahy:

Does one one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt if you find yourself in the book store? Try
to pick one book that you just dont know the inside because don't ascertain book by its handle may doesn't
work the following is difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not as fantastic as in the
outside look likes. Maybe you answer could be What About Mozart? What About Murder?: Reasoning From
Cases why because the great cover that make you consider regarding the content will not disappoint you. The
inside or content is definitely fantastic as the outside or maybe cover. Your reading sixth sense will directly
direct you to pick up this book.

Dorothy Payne:

Is it an individual who having spare time and then spend it whole day by watching television programs or
just lying on the bed? Do you need something new? This What About Mozart? What About Murder?:
Reasoning From Cases can be the answer, oh how comes? It's a book you know. You are and so out of date,
spending your time by reading in this brand new era is common not a nerd activity. So what these books
have than the others?

Jeffrey Cooks:

What is your hobby? Have you heard which question when you got students? We believe that that concern
was given by teacher for their students. Many kinds of hobby, Everyone has different hobby. And also you
know that little person like reading or as reading become their hobby. You should know that reading is very
important as well as book as to be the factor. Book is important thing to provide you knowledge, except your
personal teacher or lecturer. You discover good news or update about something by book. Amount types of
books that can you choose to adopt be your object. One of them is niagra What About Mozart? What About
Murder?: Reasoning From Cases.
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