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Much of late-nineteenth-century American politics was parade and pageant. Voters crowded the polls, and
their votes made a real difference on policy. In Party Games, Mark Wahlgren Summers tells the full story
and admires much of the political carnival, but he adds a cautionary note about the dark recesses: vote-
buying, election-rigging, blackguarding, news suppression, and violence.
Summers also points out that hardball politics and third-party challenges helped make the parties more
responsive. Ballyhoo did not replace government action. In order to maintain power, major parties not only
rigged the system but also gave dissidents part of what they wanted. The persistence of a two-party system,
Summers concludes, resulted from its adaptability, as well as its ruthlessness. Even the reform of political
abuses was shaped to fit the needs of the real owners of the political system--the politicians themselves.
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From reader reviews:

Christopher Barnes:

Do you have favorite book? If you have, what is your favorite's book? Publication is very important thing for
us to learn everything in the world. Each e-book has different aim or goal; it means that publication has
different type. Some people experience enjoy to spend their the perfect time to read a book. They may be
reading whatever they take because their hobby is actually reading a book. How about the person who don't
like examining a book? Sometime, man or woman feel need book whenever they found difficult problem or
maybe exercise. Well, probably you will want this Party Games: Getting, Keeping, and Using Power in
Gilded Age Politics.

Robert Caceres:

The book Party Games: Getting, Keeping, and Using Power in Gilded Age Politics can give more knowledge
and information about everything you want. Exactly why must we leave a good thing like a book Party
Games: Getting, Keeping, and Using Power in Gilded Age Politics? Wide variety you have a different
opinion about book. But one aim that will book can give many information for us. It is absolutely right.
Right now, try to closer together with your book. Knowledge or data that you take for that, you are able to
give for each other; you may share all of these. Book Party Games: Getting, Keeping, and Using Power in
Gilded Age Politics has simple shape nevertheless, you know: it has great and big function for you. You can
seem the enormous world by open and read a guide. So it is very wonderful.

Albert Christensen:

Often the book Party Games: Getting, Keeping, and Using Power in Gilded Age Politics has a lot of
knowledge on it. So when you check out this book you can get a lot of help. The book was published by the
very famous author. The author makes some research just before write this book. This specific book very
easy to read you can obtain the point easily after looking over this book.

Clifford Harvey:

This Party Games: Getting, Keeping, and Using Power in Gilded Age Politics is great publication for you
because the content which can be full of information for you who all always deal with world and possess to
make decision every minute. This book reveal it info accurately using great organize word or we can claim
no rambling sentences inside it. So if you are read the idea hurriedly you can have whole facts in it. Doesn't
mean it only provides straight forward sentences but hard core information with attractive delivering
sentences. Having Party Games: Getting, Keeping, and Using Power in Gilded Age Politics in your hand like
getting the world in your arm, details in it is not ridiculous one particular. We can say that no book that offer
you world inside ten or fifteen moment right but this guide already do that. So , it is good reading book. Hi
Mr. and Mrs. stressful do you still doubt in which?
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