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In the seven decades since the darkest moments of the Second World War it seems every tenebrous corner of
the conflict has been laid bare, prodded and examined from every perspective of military and social history.
But there is a story that has hitherto been largely overlooked. It is a tale of quiet heroism, a story of ordinary
people who fought, with enormous self-sacrifice, not with tanks and guns, but with elbow grease and
determination. It is the story of the British railways and, above all, the extraordinary men and women who
kept them running from 1939 to 1945.

Churchill himself certainly did not underestimate their importance to the wartime story when, in 1943, he
praised 'the unwavering courage and constant resourcefulness of railwaymen of all ranks in contributing so
largely towards the final victory.' And what a story it is.

The railway system during the Second World War was the lifeline of the nation, replacing vulnerable road
transport and merchant shipping. The railways mobilised troops, transported munitions, evacuated children
from cities and kept vital food supplies moving where other forms of transport failed. Railwaymen and
women performed outstanding acts of heroism. Nearly 400 workers were killed at their posts and another
2,400 injured in the line of duty. Another 3,500 railwaymen and women died in action. The trains themselves
played just as vital a role. The famous Flying Scotsman train delivered its passengers to safety after being
pounded by German bombers and strafed with gunfire from the air. There were astonishing feats of
engineering restoring tracks within hours and bridges and viaducts within days. Trains transported millions
to and from work each day and sheltered them on underground platforms at night, a refuge from the bombs
above. Without the railways, there would have been no Dunkirk evacuation and no D-Day.

Michael Williams, author of the celebrated book On the Slow Train, has written an important and timely
book using original research and over a hundred new personal interviews. This is their story.
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From reader reviews:

Samuel Brown:

Do you have favorite book? For those who have, what is your favorite's book? Publication is very important
thing for us to know everything in the world. Each reserve has different aim or perhaps goal; it means that
reserve has different type. Some people experience enjoy to spend their the perfect time to read a book. They
may be reading whatever they acquire because their hobby is definitely reading a book. Consider the person
who don't like looking at a book? Sometime, person feel need book when they found difficult problem or
even exercise. Well, probably you'll have this Steaming to Victory: How Britain's Railways Won the War.

Christina Vallejo:

Information is provisions for folks to get better life, information presently can get by anyone from
everywhere. The information can be a information or any news even a huge concern. What people must be
consider when those information which is within the former life are challenging be find than now's taking
seriously which one works to believe or which one the particular resource are convinced. If you have the
unstable resource then you have it as your main information there will be huge disadvantage for you. All of
those possibilities will not happen throughout you if you take Steaming to Victory: How Britain's Railways
Won the War as your daily resource information.

Stacie Logan:

Reading a publication tends to be new life style in this particular era globalization. With reading through you
can get a lot of information which will give you benefit in your life. Having book everyone in this world can
share their idea. Guides can also inspire a lot of people. Lots of author can inspire their very own reader with
their story or maybe their experience. Not only the story that share in the guides. But also they write about
advantage about something that you need illustration. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your
children, there are many kinds of book that you can get now. The authors in this world always try to improve
their skill in writing, they also doing some analysis before they write on their book. One of them is this
Steaming to Victory: How Britain's Railways Won the War.

Karina McDermott:

Guide is one of source of know-how. We can add our information from it. Not only for students but native or
citizen need book to know the revise information of year in order to year. As we know those guides have
many advantages. Beside we add our knowledge, can bring us to around the world. By book Steaming to
Victory: How Britain's Railways Won the War we can consider more advantage. Don't that you be creative
people? Being creative person must prefer to read a book. Just choose the best book that acceptable with
your aim. Don't be doubt to change your life at this book Steaming to Victory: How Britain's Railways Won
the War. You can more inviting than now.
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