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Our attachment to ancient Mesopotamia (Iraq) and Egypt as the 'birthplace of civilization', where the
foundations of our own societies were laid, is as strong today as it has ever been. When the Iraq Museum in
Baghdad was looted in 2003, our newspapers proclaimed 'the death of history'. Yet the ancient Near East
also remains a source of mystery: a space of the imagination where we explore the discontents of modern
civilization.

In What Makes Civilization? archaeologist David Wengrow investigates the origins of farming, writing, and
cities in Egypt and Mesopotamia, and the connections between them. This is the story of how people first
created kingdoms and monuments to the gods - and, just as importantly, how they adopted everyday
practices that we might now take for granted, such as familiar ways of cooking food and keeping the house
and body clean.

Why, he asks, have these ancient cultures, where so many features of modern life originated, come to
symbolize the remote and the exotic? What challenge do they pose to our assumptions about power,
progress, and civilization in human history? And are the sacrifices we now make in the name of 'our'
civilization really so different from those once made by the peoples of Mesopotamia and Egypt on the altars
of the gods?
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From reader reviews:

Anne Larsen:

What do you concentrate on book? It is just for students since they're still students or that for all people in
the world, what the best subject for that? Just simply you can be answered for that concern above. Every
person has diverse personality and hobby for each and every other. Don't to be pressured someone or
something that they don't would like do that. You must know how great as well as important the book What
Makes Civilization?: The Ancient Near East and the Future of the West. All type of book could you see on
many solutions. You can look for the internet solutions or other social media.

Alvin Pryor:

Book is to be different for each and every grade. Book for children until finally adult are different content.
To be sure that book is very important for all of us. The book What Makes Civilization?: The Ancient Near
East and the Future of the West seemed to be making you to know about other knowledge and of course you
can take more information. It is quite advantages for you. The guide What Makes Civilization?: The Ancient
Near East and the Future of the West is not only giving you considerably more new information but also for
being your friend when you feel bored. You can spend your own personal spend time to read your
publication. Try to make relationship with the book What Makes Civilization?: The Ancient Near East and
the Future of the West. You never really feel lose out for everything should you read some books.

Sheila Foxworth:

Playing with family in the park, coming to see the marine world or hanging out with friends is thing that
usually you may have done when you have spare time, then why you don't try issue that really opposite from
that. A single activity that make you not sense tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you are
ride on and with addition associated with. Even you love What Makes Civilization?: The Ancient Near East
and the Future of the West, you may enjoy both. It is good combination right, you still desire to miss it?
What kind of hang type is it? Oh seriously its mind hangout fellas. What? Still don't understand it, oh come
on its named reading friends.

Alisa Gordon:

Are you kind of hectic person, only have 10 or even 15 minute in your moment to upgrading your mind
talent or thinking skill even analytical thinking? Then you are receiving problem with the book compared to
can satisfy your short time to read it because all of this time you only find reserve that need more time to be
read. What Makes Civilization?: The Ancient Near East and the Future of the West can be your answer as it
can be read by you actually who have those short extra time problems.
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