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In conversation with emigrants from Laos and Cambodia, Jean M. Langford repeatedly met with spirits: the
wandering souls of the seriously ill, dangerous ghosts of those who died by violence, restless ancestors
displaced from their homes. For these emigrants, the dead not only appear in memories, safely ensconced in
the past, but also erupt with a physical force into the daily life and dreams of the present.

Inspired by these conversations, Consoling Ghosts is a sustained contemplation of relationships with the
dying and the dead. At their heart, as Langford’s work reveals, emigrants’ stories are parables not of cultural
difference but rather of life and death. Langford inquires how and why spirits become implicated in
remembering and responding to violence, whether the bloody violence of war or the more structural violence
of social marginalization and poverty. What is at stake, she asks, when spirits break out of their usual
confinement as symbolic figures for history, heritage, or trauma to haunt the corridors of hospitals and
funeral homes? Emigrants’ theories and stories of ghosts, Langford suggests, inherently question the
metaphorical status of spirits, in the process challenging both contemporary bioethics of dying and dominant
styles of mourning. Consoling Ghosts explores the possibilities opened up by a more literal existence of
ghosts, from the confrontation of shades of past violence through bodily ritual to rites of mourning that
unfold in acts of material care for the dead instead of memorialization.

Ultimately the book invites us to consider alternate ways of facing death, conducting relationships with the
dead and dying, and addressing the effects of violence that continue to reverberate in bodies and social
worlds.
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From reader reviews:

Hilda Dumas:

This book untitled Consoling Ghosts: Stories of Medicine and Mourning from Southeast Asians in Exile to
be one of several books which best seller in this year, here is because when you read this publication you can
get a lot of benefit into it. You will easily to buy this specific book in the book shop or you can order it by
using online. The publisher of the book sells the e-book too. It makes you more easily to read this book, as
you can read this book in your Smartphone. So there is no reason to you personally to past this book from
your list.

Kim Deyoung:

Typically the book Consoling Ghosts: Stories of Medicine and Mourning from Southeast Asians in Exile will
bring you to definitely the new experience of reading a new book. The author style to clarify the idea is very
unique. In the event you try to find new book to learn, this book very suited to you. The book Consoling
Ghosts: Stories of Medicine and Mourning from Southeast Asians in Exile is much recommended to you to
see. You can also get the e-book through the official web site, so you can quickly to read the book.

Norma Harrell:

Many people spending their time period by playing outside having friends, fun activity with family or just
watching TV all day every day. You can have new activity to pay your whole day by studying a book. Ugh,
do you think reading a book can really hard because you have to use the book everywhere? It ok you can
have the e-book, having everywhere you want in your Cell phone. Like Consoling Ghosts: Stories of
Medicine and Mourning from Southeast Asians in Exile which is obtaining the e-book version. So , try out
this book? Let's view.

James Williams:

That e-book can make you to feel relax. That book Consoling Ghosts: Stories of Medicine and Mourning
from Southeast Asians in Exile was colorful and of course has pictures on there. As we know that book
Consoling Ghosts: Stories of Medicine and Mourning from Southeast Asians in Exile has many kinds or
type. Start from kids until teenagers. For example Naruto or Private eye Conan you can read and believe that
you are the character on there. Therefore not at all of book are make you bored, any it offers you feel happy,
fun and chill out. Try to choose the best book for yourself and try to like reading that will.
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