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The line between punishment and torture can be razor-thin—yet the entire world agreed that it was
definitively crossed at Abu Ghraib. Or perhaps not. George W. Bush won a second term in office only
months after the Abu Ghraib scandal was uncovered, and only the lowest-ranking U.S. soldiers involved in
the scandal have been prosecuted. Where was the public outcry? Stephen Eisenman offers here an unsettling
explanation that exposes our darkest inclinations in the face of all-too-human brutality.

            Eisenman characterizes Americans’ willful dismissal of the images as “the Abu Ghraib effect,”
rooted in the ways that the images of tortured Abu Ghraib prisoners tapped into a reactionary sentiment of
imperialist self-justification and power. The complex elements in the images fit the “pathos formula,” he
argues, an enduring artistic motif in which victims are depicted as taking pleasure in their own extreme pain.
Meanwhile, the explicitly sexual nature of the Abu Ghraib tortures allowed Americans to rationalize the
deeds away as voluntary pleasure acts by the prisoners—a delusional reaction, but, The Abu Ghraib Effect
reveals, one with historical precedence. From Greek sculptures to Goya paintings, Eisenman deftly connects
such works and their disturbing pathos motif to the Abu Ghraib images.

Skillfully weaving together visual theory, history, philosophy, and current events, Eisenman peels back the
political obfuscation to probe the Abu Ghraib images themselves, contending that Americans can only begin
to grapple with the ramifications of torture when the moral detachment of the “Abu Ghraib effect” breaks
down and the familiar is revealed to be horribly unfamiliar.
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From reader reviews:

Gabrielle Oneal:

This The Abu Ghraib Effect book is not ordinary book, you have it then the world is in your hands. The
benefit you get by reading this book is usually information inside this book incredible fresh, you will get
information which is getting deeper anyone read a lot of information you will get. This The Abu Ghraib
Effect without we know teach the one who examining it become critical in imagining and analyzing. Don't
become worry The Abu Ghraib Effect can bring once you are and not make your carrier space or
bookshelves' become full because you can have it within your lovely laptop even mobile phone. This The
Abu Ghraib Effect having very good arrangement in word in addition to layout, so you will not really feel
uninterested in reading.

Bruce Healy:

Here thing why this kind of The Abu Ghraib Effect are different and trusted to be yours. First of all looking
at a book is good but it depends in the content of computer which is the content is as scrumptious as food or
not. The Abu Ghraib Effect giving you information deeper and in different ways, you can find any book out
there but there is no reserve that similar with The Abu Ghraib Effect. It gives you thrill examining journey,
its open up your own personal eyes about the thing which happened in the world which is might be can be
happened around you. It is easy to bring everywhere like in park your car, café, or even in your technique
home by train. When you are having difficulties in bringing the published book maybe the form of The Abu
Ghraib Effect in e-book can be your alternate.

Victor Green:

This The Abu Ghraib Effect are generally reliable for you who want to be considered a successful person,
why. The main reason of this The Abu Ghraib Effect can be one of the great books you must have is
definitely giving you more than just simple examining food but feed anyone with information that maybe
will shock your earlier knowledge. This book is usually handy, you can bring it everywhere and whenever
your conditions throughout the e-book and printed ones. Beside that this The Abu Ghraib Effect giving you
an enormous of experience for example rich vocabulary, giving you trial run of critical thinking that we
know it useful in your day task. So , let's have it appreciate reading.

Carmen Dana:

You can find this The Abu Ghraib Effect by browse the bookstore or Mall. Just viewing or reviewing it can
to be your solve issue if you get difficulties on your knowledge. Kinds of this guide are various. Not only by
simply written or printed but in addition can you enjoy this book by means of e-book. In the modern era just
like now, you just looking by your local mobile phone and searching what their problem. Right now, choose
your personal ways to get more information about your publication. It is most important to arrange you to
ultimately make your knowledge are still up-date. Let's try to choose correct ways for you.
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