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When the Republic of Guinea gained independence in 1958, one of the first policies of the new state was a
village-to-village eradication of masks and other ritual objects it deemed “fetishes.” The Demystification
Program, as it was called, was so urgent it even preceded the building of a national road system. In
Unmasking the State, Mike McGovern attempts to understand why this program was so important to the
emerging state and examines the complex role it had in creating a unified national identity. In doing so, he
tells a dramatic story of cat and mouse where minority groups cling desperately to their important— and
outlawed—customs.
 
Primarily focused on the communities in the country’s southeastern rainforest region—people known as
Forestiers—the Demystification Program operated via a paradox. At the same time it banned rituals from
Forestiers’ day-to-day lives, it appropriated them into a state-sponsored program of folklorization.
McGovern points to an important purpose for this: by objectifying this polytheistic group’s rituals, the state
created a viable counterexample against which the Muslim majority could define proper modernity.
Describing the intertwined relationship between national and local identity making, McGovern showcases
the coercive power and the unintended consequences involved when states attempt to engineer culture.
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From reader reviews:

Nancy Hedrick:

Reading a publication tends to be new life style in this era globalization. With reading you can get a lot of
information which will give you benefit in your life. Having book everyone in this world can share their
idea. Ebooks can also inspire a lot of people. A lot of author can inspire all their reader with their story or
perhaps their experience. Not only the story that share in the textbooks. But also they write about the data
about something that you need example. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your kids, there are
many kinds of book that exist now. The authors nowadays always try to improve their expertise in writing,
they also doing some research before they write to their book. One of them is this Unmasking the State:
Making Guinea Modern.

Diane Numbers:

People live in this new moment of lifestyle always try to and must have the free time or they will get lots of
stress from both daily life and work. So , if we ask do people have spare time, we will say absolutely without
a doubt. People is human not really a robot. Then we question again, what kind of activity have you got
when the spare time coming to you actually of course your answer will unlimited right. Then do you ever try
this one, reading publications. It can be your alternative throughout spending your spare time, typically the
book you have read will be Unmasking the State: Making Guinea Modern.

Jo Melvin:

Unmasking the State: Making Guinea Modern can be one of your basic books that are good idea. We
recommend that straight away because this e-book has good vocabulary which could increase your
knowledge in words, easy to understand, bit entertaining however delivering the information. The article
author giving his/her effort to set every word into pleasure arrangement in writing Unmasking the State:
Making Guinea Modern although doesn't forget the main stage, giving the reader the hottest and also based
confirm resource information that maybe you can be among it. This great information may drawn you into
brand new stage of crucial thinking.

Joann Huertas:

A lot of guide has printed but it differs. You can get it by net on social media. You can choose the top book
for you, science, amusing, novel, or whatever by simply searching from it. It is referred to as of book
Unmasking the State: Making Guinea Modern. You'll be able to your knowledge by it. Without making the
printed book, it can add your knowledge and make you happier to read. It is most significant that, you must
aware about publication. It can bring you from one place to other place.
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