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U.S. suburbs are typically imagined to be predominantly white communities, but this is increasingly untrue
in many parts of the country. Examining a multiracial suburb that is decidedly nonwhite, Wendy Cheng
unpacks questions of how identity—especially racial identity—is shaped by place. She offers an in-depth
portrait, enriched by nearly seventy interviews, of the San Gabriel Valley, not far from downtown Los
Angeles, where approximately 60 percent of residents are Asian American and more than 30 percent are
Latino. At first glance, the cities of the San Gabriel Valley look like stereotypical suburbs, but almost no one
who lives there is white.

The Changs Next Door to the Díazes reveals how a distinct culture is being fashioned in, and simultaneously
reshaping, an environment of strip malls, multifamily housing, and faux Mediterranean tract homes.
Informed by her interviews as well as extensive analysis of three episodic case studies, Cheng argues that
people’s daily experiences—in neighborhoods, schools, civic organizations, and public space—deeply
influence their racial consciousness. In the San Gabriel Valley, racial ideologies are being reformulated by
these encounters. Cheng views everyday landscapes as crucial terrains through which racial hierarchies are
learned, instantiated, and transformed. She terms the process “regional racial formation,” through which
locally accepted racial orders and hierarchies complicate and often challenge prevailing notions of race.

There is a place-specific state of mind here, Cheng finds. Understanding the processes of racial formation in
the San Gabriel Valley in the contemporary moment is important in itself but also has larger value as a model
for considering the spatial dimensions of racial formation and the significant demographic shifts taking place
across the national landscape.
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From reader reviews:

Tessie Springfield:

Now a day folks who Living in the era wherever everything reachable by talk with the internet and the
resources included can be true or not involve people to be aware of each info they get. How individuals to be
smart in having any information nowadays? Of course the reply is reading a book. Examining a book can
help persons out of this uncertainty Information specifically this The Changs Next Door to the Díazes:
Remapping Race in Suburban California book because book offers you rich details and knowledge. Of
course the details in this book hundred per cent guarantees there is no doubt in it you may already know.

Shirley Martins:

Hey guys, do you wishes to finds a new book to read? May be the book with the name The Changs Next
Door to the Díazes: Remapping Race in Suburban California suitable to you? Typically the book was written
by famous writer in this era. The particular book untitled The Changs Next Door to the Díazes: Remapping
Race in Suburban Californiais one of several books that everyone read now. This kind of book was inspired
lots of people in the world. When you read this e-book you will enter the new shape that you ever know just
before. The author explained their idea in the simple way, so all of people can easily to be aware of the core
of this guide. This book will give you a lot of information about this world now. To help you see the
represented of the world in this book.

Jeremy Windham:

The book untitled The Changs Next Door to the Díazes: Remapping Race in Suburban California contain a
lot of information on it. The writer explains her idea with easy approach. The language is very clear and
understandable all the people, so do not necessarily worry, you can easy to read that. The book was authored
by famous author. The author brings you in the new period of time of literary works. You can actually read
this book because you can read more your smart phone, or device, so you can read the book within anywhere
and anytime. In a situation you wish to purchase the e-book, you can wide open their official web-site in
addition to order it. Have a nice study.

Guadalupe McCoy:

Don't be worry for anyone who is afraid that this book will probably filled the space in your house, you will
get it in e-book method, more simple and reachable. This specific The Changs Next Door to the Díazes:
Remapping Race in Suburban California can give you a lot of friends because by you checking out this one
book you have matter that they don't and make you more like an interesting person. This particular book can
be one of one step for you to get success. This book offer you information that probably your friend doesn't
learn, by knowing more than different make you to be great persons. So , why hesitate? Let me have The
Changs Next Door to the Díazes: Remapping Race in Suburban California.
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