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The idea of utopia, the perfect place, has tantalized humanity for thousands of years, from the myth of the
Garden of Eden to the high-tech folly of Biosphere 2. Now the Bibliotheque Nationale de France and The
New York Public Library are jointly sponsoring a major exhibition that explores the utopian imagination and
the myriad attempts to achieve utopia, showcasing a spectacular collection of art and literature.
Utopia: The Search for the Ideal Society in the Western World is the catalogue for the American exhibition,
which will be on view in New York from October 14, 2000 through January 2001. Featuring essays by
curator Roland Schaer and by Alain Touraine, Lyman Tower Sargent, and other leading European and
American scholars of utopia, this elegantly designed volume will explore the long tradition of thought and art
envisioning the "perfect place," extending from classical antiquity to the present. Lavishly illustrated with
more than 200 pictures, most of them in color, Utopia presents such fascinating images as Theodore de Bry's
16th-century idealized drawings of the native inhabitants of the New World, Renaissance renderings of ideal
architecture, posters from the Soviet Union and the 1939 World's Fair in New York, and photographs of
experimental communities. Included as well are such resonant documents as a copy of the Declaration of
Independence in Thomas Jefferson's hand, stunning illuminated manuscripts, and rare items relating to the
French Revolution and to the social utopias of the Romantic Age from the collections of the Bibliothe'que
Nationale.
Both beautiful and intellectually provocative, Utopia is the perfect vehicle to explore an idea that has arisen,
in many forms and many places, throughout human history.
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From reader reviews:

Lily Sawyers:

This Utopia: The Search for the Ideal Society in the Western World tend to be reliable for you who want to
become a successful person, why. The reason of this Utopia: The Search for the Ideal Society in the Western
World can be one of several great books you must have is actually giving you more than just simple studying
food but feed an individual with information that maybe will shock your prior knowledge. This book is
definitely handy, you can bring it just about everywhere and whenever your conditions in the e-book and
printed ones. Beside that this Utopia: The Search for the Ideal Society in the Western World giving you an
enormous of experience for example rich vocabulary, giving you trial run of critical thinking that we know it
useful in your day activity. So , let's have it and enjoy reading.

Jennifer Yost:

Why? Because this Utopia: The Search for the Ideal Society in the Western World is an unordinary book that
the inside of the book waiting for you to snap that but latter it will shock you with the secret the item inside.
Reading this book alongside it was fantastic author who else write the book in such remarkable way makes
the content inside of easier to understand, entertaining technique but still convey the meaning totally. So , it
is good for you for not hesitating having this any more or you going to regret it. This amazing book will give
you a lot of rewards than the other book have such as help improving your skill and your critical thinking
technique. So , still want to delay having that book? If I were you I will go to the reserve store hurriedly.

Sarah Porter:

Reading a book being new life style in this calendar year; every people loves to read a book. When you go
through a book you can get a great deal of benefit. When you read ebooks, you can improve your knowledge,
mainly because book has a lot of information onto it. The information that you will get depend on what kinds
of book that you have read. In order to get information about your analysis, you can read education books,
but if you want to entertain yourself you are able to a fiction books, this kind of us novel, comics, and soon.
The Utopia: The Search for the Ideal Society in the Western World will give you new experience in
examining a book.

Dean Herbert:

Many people spending their period by playing outside along with friends, fun activity along with family or
just watching TV all day every day. You can have new activity to shell out your whole day by reading a
book. Ugh, do you think reading a book really can hard because you have to accept the book everywhere? It
alright you can have the e-book, bringing everywhere you want in your Smartphone. Like Utopia: The
Search for the Ideal Society in the Western World which is getting the e-book version. So , why not try out
this book? Let's observe.
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