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Peter Ackroyd at his most magical and magisterial—a glittering, evocative, fascinating, story-filled
portrait of Venice, the ultimate city.

The Venetians’ language and way of thinking set them aside from the rest of Italy. They are an island people,
linked to the sea and to the tides rather than the land. This latest work from the incomparable Peter Ackroyd,
like a magic gondola, transports its readers to that sensual and surprising city.

His account embraces facts and romance, conjuring up the atmosphere of the canals, bridges, and sunlit
squares, the churches and the markets, the festivals and the flowers. He leads us through the history of the
city, from the first refugees arriving in the mists of the lagoon in the fourth century to the rise of a great
mercantile state and its trading empire, the wars against Napoleon, and the tourist invasions of today.
Everything is here: the merchants on the Rialto and the Jews in the ghetto; the glassblowers of Murano; the
carnival masks and the sad colonies of lepers; the artists—Bellini, Titian, Tintoretto, Tiepolo. And the ever-
present undertone of Venice’s shadowy corners and dead ends, of prisons and punishment, wars and sieges,
scandals and seductions.

Ackroyd’s Venice: Pure City is a study of Venice much in the vein of his lauded London: The Biography.
Like London, Venice is a fluid, writerly exploration organized around a number of themes. History and
context are provided in each chapter, but Ackroyd’s portrait of Venice is a particularly novelistic one, both
beautiful and rapturous. We could have no better guide—reading Venice: Pure City is, in itself, a glorious
journey to the ultimate city.

From the Hardcover edition.
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From reader reviews:

Michelle Carlson:

Book is to be different for every single grade. Book for children until finally adult are different content. We
all know that that book is very important for us. The book Venice: Pure City was making you to know about
other information and of course you can take more information. It is extremely advantages for you. The
publication Venice: Pure City is not only giving you more new information but also to be your friend when
you feel bored. You can spend your own spend time to read your book. Try to make relationship with the
book Venice: Pure City. You never feel lose out for everything in the event you read some books.

Anna Thompson:

Do you among people who can't read satisfying if the sentence chained within the straightway, hold on guys
that aren't like that. This Venice: Pure City book is readable through you who hate the straight word style.
You will find the info here are arrange for enjoyable looking at experience without leaving also decrease the
knowledge that want to deliver to you. The writer regarding Venice: Pure City content conveys the idea
easily to understand by lots of people. The printed and e-book are not different in the content material but it
just different as it. So , do you still thinking Venice: Pure City is not loveable to be your top collection
reading book?

Scott Smith:

Reading a reserve can be one of a lot of task that everyone in the world adores. Do you like reading book and
so. There are a lot of reasons why people like it. First reading a book will give you a lot of new data. When
you read a publication you will get new information because book is one of several ways to share the
information or even their idea. Second, examining a book will make anyone more imaginative. When you
reading a book especially fictional works book the author will bring that you imagine the story how the
characters do it anything. Third, you may share your knowledge to other folks. When you read this Venice:
Pure City, it is possible to tells your family, friends along with soon about yours publication. Your
knowledge can inspire others, make them reading a publication.

Kelly Edge:

You could spend your free time you just read this book this publication. This Venice: Pure City is simple
bringing you can read it in the playground, in the beach, train and also soon. If you did not possess much
space to bring typically the printed book, you can buy the e-book. It is make you simpler to read it. You can
save often the book in your smart phone. And so there are a lot of benefits that you will get when one buys
this book.
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