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Those who are able to read Homer in Greek have ample recourse to commentaries, but the vast majority who
read the Iliad in translation have not been so well served—the many available translations contain few, if
any, notes. For these readers, Malcolm M. Willcock provides a line-by-line commentary that explains the
many factual details, mythological allusions, and Homeric conventions that a student or general reader could
not be expected to bring to an initial encounter with the Iliad.
 
The notes, which always relate to particular lines in the text, have as their prime aim the simple, factual
explanation of things the inexperienced reader would be unlikely to have at his or her command (What is a
hecatomb? Who is Atreus' son?). Second, they enhance an appreciation of the Iliad by illuminating epic
style, Homer's methods of composition, the structure of the work, and the characterization of the major
heroes. The "Homeric Question," concerning the origin and authorship of the Iliad, is also discussed.

Professor Willcock's commentary is based on Richmond Lattimore's translation—regarded by many as the
outstanding translation of the present generation—but it may be used profitably with other versions as well.
This clearly written commentary, which includes an excellent select bibliography, will make one of the
touchstones of Western literature accessible to a wider audience.
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From reader reviews:

Jimmy Maiden:

Exactly why? Because this A Companion to The Iliad (Phoenix Books) is an unordinary book that the inside
of the publication waiting for you to snap it but latter it will jolt you with the secret the item inside. Reading
this book adjacent to it was fantastic author who else write the book in such wonderful way makes the
content inside of easier to understand, entertaining means but still convey the meaning fully. So , it is good
for you because of not hesitating having this any longer or you going to regret it. This unique book will give
you a lot of positive aspects than the other book include such as help improving your skill and your critical
thinking method. So , still want to hesitate having that book? If I were being you I will go to the e-book store
hurriedly.

Donald Murphy:

Playing with family in the park, coming to see the ocean world or hanging out with pals is thing that usually
you could have done when you have spare time, after that why you don't try factor that really opposite from
that. A single activity that make you not experiencing tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster
you are ride on and with addition of knowledge. Even you love A Companion to The Iliad (Phoenix Books),
you could enjoy both. It is great combination right, you still need to miss it? What kind of hang-out type is
it? Oh occur its mind hangout men. What? Still don't understand it, oh come on its named reading friends.

Salvatore Anthony:

A Companion to The Iliad (Phoenix Books) can be one of your beginning books that are good idea. We all
recommend that straight away because this e-book has good vocabulary that could increase your knowledge
in words, easy to understand, bit entertaining but still delivering the information. The writer giving his/her
effort to put every word into joy arrangement in writing A Companion to The Iliad (Phoenix Books) however
doesn't forget the main stage, giving the reader the hottest as well as based confirm resource information that
maybe you can be among it. This great information can drawn you into brand-new stage of crucial
imagining.

Micah Clark:

Don't be worry if you are afraid that this book will probably filled the space in your house, you could have it
in e-book approach, more simple and reachable. This kind of A Companion to The Iliad (Phoenix Books) can
give you a lot of friends because by you considering this one book you have issue that they don't and make
anyone more like an interesting person. This book can be one of one step for you to get success. This reserve
offer you information that probably your friend doesn't learn, by knowing more than different make you to
be great people. So , why hesitate? Let's have A Companion to The Iliad (Phoenix Books).
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