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Stagestruck traces the making of a vibrant French theater industry between the reign of Louis XIV and the
French Revolution. During this era more than eighty provincial and colonial cities celebrated the
inauguration of their first public playhouses. These theaters emerged as the most prominent urban cultural
institutions in prerevolutionary France, becoming key sites for the articulation and contestation of social,
political, and racial relationships. Combining rich description with nuanced analysis based on extensive
archival evidence, Lauren R. Clay illuminates the wide-ranging consequences of theater's spectacular growth
for performers, spectators, and authorities in cities throughout France as well as in the empire's most
important Atlantic colony, Saint-Domingue.

Clay argues that outside Paris the expansion of theater came about through local initiative, civic engagement,
and entrepreneurial investment, rather than through actions or policies undertaken by the royal government
and its agents. Reconstructing the business of theatrical production, she brings to light the efforts of a wide
array of investors, entrepreneurs, directors, and actors?including women and people of color?who seized the
opportunities offered by commercial theater to become important agents of cultural change.

Portraying a vital and increasingly consumer-oriented public sphere beyond the capital, Stagestruck
overturns the long-held notion that cultural change flowed from Paris and the royal court to the provinces
and colonies. This deeply researched book will appeal to historians of Europe and the Atlantic world,
particularly those interested in the social and political impact of the consumer revolution and the forging of
national and imperial cultural networks. In addition to theater and literary scholars, it will attract the attention
of historians and sociologists who study business, labor history, and the emergence of the modern French
state.
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From reader reviews:

Matthew Coleman:

This Stagestruck: The Business of Theater in Eighteenth-Century France and Its Colonies book is not
ordinary book, you have after that it the world is in your hands. The benefit you will get by reading this book
is actually information inside this publication incredible fresh, you will get information which is getting
deeper you actually read a lot of information you will get. This Stagestruck: The Business of Theater in
Eighteenth-Century France and Its Colonies without we know teach the one who reading through it become
critical in imagining and analyzing. Don't always be worry Stagestruck: The Business of Theater in
Eighteenth-Century France and Its Colonies can bring once you are and not make your handbag space or
bookshelves' come to be full because you can have it with your lovely laptop even phone. This Stagestruck:
The Business of Theater in Eighteenth-Century France and Its Colonies having great arrangement in word in
addition to layout, so you will not sense uninterested in reading.

Kristen Hamilton:

Here thing why this particular Stagestruck: The Business of Theater in Eighteenth-Century France and Its
Colonies are different and reliable to be yours. First of all studying a book is good but it really depends in the
content of the usb ports which is the content is as delicious as food or not. Stagestruck: The Business of
Theater in Eighteenth-Century France and Its Colonies giving you information deeper including different
ways, you can find any guide out there but there is no e-book that similar with Stagestruck: The Business of
Theater in Eighteenth-Century France and Its Colonies. It gives you thrill looking at journey, its open up
your personal eyes about the thing this happened in the world which is possibly can be happened around you.
It is easy to bring everywhere like in park your car, café, or even in your means home by train. When you are
having difficulties in bringing the published book maybe the form of Stagestruck: The Business of Theater in
Eighteenth-Century France and Its Colonies in e-book can be your option.

Mildred Kelly:

Playing with family in a park, coming to see the water world or hanging out with close friends is thing that
usually you will have done when you have spare time, after that why you don't try point that really opposite
from that. Just one activity that make you not sensation tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster
you already been ride on and with addition info. Even you love Stagestruck: The Business of Theater in
Eighteenth-Century France and Its Colonies, it is possible to enjoy both. It is fine combination right, you still
desire to miss it? What kind of hangout type is it? Oh occur its mind hangout fellas. What? Still don't buy it,
oh come on its known as reading friends.

Karen Tullis:

It is possible to spend your free time to read this book this e-book. This Stagestruck: The Business of Theater
in Eighteenth-Century France and Its Colonies is simple to create you can read it in the area, in the beach,



train as well as soon. If you did not include much space to bring the particular printed book, you can buy
typically the e-book. It is make you much easier to read it. You can save typically the book in your smart
phone. And so there are a lot of benefits that you will get when you buy this book.
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