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At heart, suicide is a subversive act: the assertion of individual will against public authority. How is it, then,
that the act of suicide–one with defiant political implications–has come to be viewed as the last refuge of the
self-destructive victim? In Leaving You, Lisa Lieberman explores the puzzle of this reigning perception of
suicide. Drawing on diverse sources, from biblical stories to Romantic novels, philosophical theories, and
psychiatric diagnoses, along with contemporary memoirs of suicidal depression, she shows how the idea of
suicide as an act of protest has pervaded Western attitudes toward self-destruction, yet how our
contemporary view attempts to deny suicide's disruptive potential by depriving the act of its defiance. Efforts
to read meaning out of suicide are not hard to find today, Ms. Lieberman finds. Therapeutic strategies that
treat suicide as an illness–medicating the depression while ignoring the underlying motivations that drive
people to end their lives– effectively diminish individual responsibility for the decision to die. Sociological
explanations that emphasize social causes over individual intentions serve to make suicides passive. Our
reluctance to recognize the right to die, to concede this right even to the terminally ill, betrays our uneasiness
with the power implied in the act of self-destruction. Ms. Lieberman aims to restore autonomy to the so-
called victims by showing how suicide came to function as a vehicle for constructing identity.
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From reader reviews:

William Coker:

What do you concentrate on book? It is just for students because they're still students or that for all people in
the world, the actual best subject for that? Merely you can be answered for that concern above. Every person
has diverse personality and hobby for every other. Don't to be pushed someone or something that they don't
would like do that. You must know how great as well as important the book Leaving You: The Cultural
Meaning of Suicide. All type of book could you see on many methods. You can look for the internet sources
or other social media.

Anne Bonk:

Often the book Leaving You: The Cultural Meaning of Suicide will bring you to the new experience of
reading a new book. The author style to spell out the idea is very unique. If you try to find new book to
study, this book very suited to you. The book Leaving You: The Cultural Meaning of Suicide is much
recommended to you to learn. You can also get the e-book in the official web site, so you can quicker to read
the book.

Sophia Whitfield:

Many people spending their period by playing outside using friends, fun activity using family or just
watching TV 24 hours a day. You can have new activity to shell out your whole day by studying a book.
Ugh, you think reading a book can really hard because you have to accept the book everywhere? It all right
you can have the e-book, delivering everywhere you want in your Mobile phone. Like Leaving You: The
Cultural Meaning of Suicide which is having the e-book version. So , why not try out this book? Let's view.

Paul Hardy:

As a scholar exactly feel bored for you to reading. If their teacher expected them to go to the library or to
make summary for some publication, they are complained. Just little students that has reading's internal or
real their leisure activity. They just do what the instructor want, like asked to go to the library. They go to
generally there but nothing reading critically. Any students feel that examining is not important, boring and
also can't see colorful images on there. Yeah, it is for being complicated. Book is very important for you
personally. As we know that on this age, many ways to get whatever we want. Likewise word says, many
ways to reach Chinese's country. Therefore this Leaving You: The Cultural Meaning of Suicide can make
you truly feel more interested to read.
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