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John Hollander, poet and scholar, was a master whose work joined luminous learning and imaginative risk.
This book, based on the unpublished Clark Lectures Hollander delivered in 1999 at Cambridge University,
witnesses his power to shift the horizons of our thinking, as he traces the history of shadow in British and
American poetry from the Renaissance to the end of the twentieth century.

Shadow shows itself here in myriad literary identities, revealing its force as a way of seeing and a form of
knowing, as material for fable and parable. Taking up a vast range of texts—from the Bible, Dante,
Shakespeare, and Milton to Poe, Dickinson, Eliot, and Stevens—Hollander describes how metaphors of
shadow influence our ideas of dreaming, desire, doubt, and death. These shadows of poetry and prose fiction
point to unknown, often fearful domains of human experience, showing us concealed shapes of truth and
possibility. Crucially, Hollander explores how shadows in poetic history become things with a strange
substance and life of their own: they acquire the power to console, haunt, stalk, wander, threaten, command,
and destroy. Shadow speaks, even sings, revealing to us the lost as much as the hidden self.

An extraordinary blend of literary analysis and speculative thought, Hollander’s account of the substance of
shadow lays bare the substance of poetry itself.   
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From reader reviews:

Barbara Clarke:

Do you have favorite book? In case you have, what is your favorite's book? Publication is very important
thing for us to find out everything in the world. Each book has different aim or maybe goal; it means that
reserve has different type. Some people sense enjoy to spend their time and energy to read a book. They are
reading whatever they take because their hobby is definitely reading a book. Think about the person who
don't like looking at a book? Sometime, particular person feel need book after they found difficult problem
or exercise. Well, probably you'll have this The Substance of Shadow: A Darkening Trope in Poetic History.

Karen Keegan:

What do you concentrate on book? It is just for students because they are still students or the idea for all
people in the world, what best subject for that? Simply you can be answered for that question above. Every
person has diverse personality and hobby for each and every other. Don't to be pushed someone or something
that they don't desire do that. You must know how great in addition to important the book The Substance of
Shadow: A Darkening Trope in Poetic History. All type of book would you see on many methods. You can
look for the internet methods or other social media.

Marie Aultman:

Are you kind of busy person, only have 10 or perhaps 15 minute in your time to upgrading your mind
expertise or thinking skill also analytical thinking? Then you have problem with the book as compared to can
satisfy your short time to read it because this time you only find publication that need more time to be
examine. The Substance of Shadow: A Darkening Trope in Poetic History can be your answer since it can be
read by anyone who have those short free time problems.

Daniel Gordon:

That e-book can make you to feel relax. That book The Substance of Shadow: A Darkening Trope in Poetic
History was vibrant and of course has pictures around. As we know that book The Substance of Shadow: A
Darkening Trope in Poetic History has many kinds or category. Start from kids until teenagers. For example
Naruto or Investigation company Conan you can read and think you are the character on there. Therefore not
at all of book are usually make you bored, any it makes you feel happy, fun and loosen up. Try to choose the
best book for yourself and try to like reading that will.
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