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How can Christians live with a surprising God? How can we know and trust God without taming God or
reducing God to an idol? Is knowing God the same thing as being open to God? Is God’s freedom to act
independently of our knowing him actually how we know him most genuinely and deeply? In "Unexpected
Jesus", Craig Hovey explores in depth the idea that the Christian gospel is a surprising encounter that calls
for people to risk living with a God who shows up in unexpected ways.

The Gospels often portray Jesus Christ as elusive and difficult to grasp. Hovey helps the reader to “un-
expect” Jesus—to preserve Jesus’s reality as a surprise rooted in the resurrection. As living and free, the
joyous presence of Christ in the world is also unfathomable and uncontainable. Jesus’s being free and
surprising—unexpected—strengthens Christians’ trust in God and helps them to live in God’s world.

“In a world overpopulated by studies that claim to explain the historical Jesus, Craig Hovey reminds readers
of the surprise of Jesus in the gospel, in the story of the church, and in the lives of Christians today. Through
flowing prose and pithy observations, Hovey challenges the church to take up the difficult task of living out
the truly surprising life of Jesus.”
—C. A. Reeder, Assistant Professor of New Testament, Westmont College

“This book surprised me! I expected, in some sense, a guide to Jesus and the Christian life. Instead, I found
myself reading a book of deep and challenging theology. No, not instead! I found myself learning Jesus and
the Christian life just as I was reading deep and challenging theology. It is the kind of book that might, for
example, and by God’s surprising grace, turn a senior seminar on Christology into an event of faith, an
encounter with the unexpected Jesus. Don’t miss it.”
—Douglas Harink, Professor of Theology, The King’s University College

“Craig Hovey has written a surprising book about the surprise of the gospel. He ranges easily and widely
from the gospels to Plato to Nietzsche, always keeping his focus on how Christian convictions and practices
shape daily life. Hovey’s refreshing study will encourage believers to walk with a God who defies our
expectations in his unswerving faithfulness.”
—Peter J. Leithart, Senior Fellow of Theology, New Saint Andrews College

Craig Hovey is Assistant Professor of Religion at Ashland University in Ashland, Ohio. He is the author of
Bearing True Witness: Truthfulness in Christian Practice (Eerdmans, 2011), Nietzsche and Theology (T&T
Clark, 2008), To Share in the Body: A Theology of Martyrdom for Today’s Church (Brazos, 2008), and
Speak Thus: Christian Language in Church and World (Cascade, 2008).
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From reader reviews:

Marie Velasquez:

In this 21st hundred years, people become competitive in every way. By being competitive right now, people
have do something to make these people survives, being in the middle of the actual crowded place and notice
by simply surrounding. One thing that sometimes many people have underestimated the idea for a while is
reading. That's why, by reading a reserve your ability to survive boost then having chance to stand up than
other is high. To suit your needs who want to start reading some sort of book, we give you this kind of
Unexpected Jesus: The Gospel as Surprise book as beginning and daily reading reserve. Why, because this
book is usually more than just a book.

Randall Hernandez:

The book untitled Unexpected Jesus: The Gospel as Surprise contain a lot of information on the item. The
writer explains the girl idea with easy approach. The language is very easy to understand all the people, so do
not necessarily worry, you can easy to read this. The book was written by famous author. The author
provides you in the new period of literary works. You can read this book because you can keep reading your
smart phone, or product, so you can read the book in anywhere and anytime. In a situation you wish to
purchase the e-book, you can available their official web-site and also order it. Have a nice learn.

Hattie Leclair:

It is possible to spend your free time to read this book this guide. This Unexpected Jesus: The Gospel as
Surprise is simple bringing you can read it in the park your car, in the beach, train as well as soon. If you did
not have much space to bring the printed book, you can buy the e-book. It is make you quicker to read it.
You can save the particular book in your smart phone. So there are a lot of benefits that you will get when
one buys this book.

Mary Lewis:

As a college student exactly feel bored for you to reading. If their teacher questioned them to go to the
library or to make summary for some reserve, they are complained. Just little students that has reading's
spirit or real their interest. They just do what the instructor want, like asked to go to the library. They go to
right now there but nothing reading seriously. Any students feel that studying is not important, boring and
also can't see colorful photos on there. Yeah, it is to get complicated. Book is very important to suit your
needs. As we know that on this time, many ways to get whatever we wish. Likewise word says, ways to
reach Chinese's country. Therefore this Unexpected Jesus: The Gospel as Surprise can make you experience
more interested to read.
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