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We may regard celebrities as deities, but that does not mean we worship them with deference. From
prehistory to the present, humanity has possessed a primal urge first to exalt the famous but then to cut them
down (Michael Jackson, anyone?). Why do we treat the ones we love like burnt offerings in a ritual of
human sacrifice? Perhaps because that is exactly what they are.

From Greek mythology to the stories of the Christian martyrs and Dr. Faustus, Payne makes the fascinating
argument that our relationship to celebrity is perilous, and that we wouldn't have it any other way. He also
shows that the people we choose as our heroes and villains throughout the ages says a lot about
ourselves—and what it says is often quite frightening. Fame even brings new life to all the literary figures
from our high school English classes. In these pages, the most ephemeral reality television stars (those
"famous for being famous") find themselves in the same VIP lounge as the characters of The Iliad. With
great wit, scholarship, and insight, Tom Payne draws the narratives of the past and the present into one
intriguing story.

Fame is a dazzling, hilarious look at the mortals, and the immortals—us and them.
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From reader reviews:

Peter Schmidt:

This Fame: What the Classics Tell Us About Our Cult of Celebrity are reliable for you who want to be a
successful person, why. The reason of this Fame: What the Classics Tell Us About Our Cult of Celebrity can
be on the list of great books you must have is giving you more than just simple looking at food but feed you
with information that possibly will shock your previous knowledge. This book is usually handy, you can
bring it everywhere you go and whenever your conditions in e-book and printed kinds. Beside that this
Fame: What the Classics Tell Us About Our Cult of Celebrity forcing you to have an enormous of
experience such as rich vocabulary, giving you demo of critical thinking that we all know it useful in your
day pastime. So , let's have it and revel in reading.

Brian Lopez:

Spent a free time to be fun activity to accomplish! A lot of people spent their sparetime with their family, or
all their friends. Usually they doing activity like watching television, going to beach, or picnic inside the
park. They actually doing ditto every week. Do you feel it? Do you want to something different to fill your
free time/ holiday? Can be reading a book might be option to fill your free of charge time/ holiday. The first
thing that you'll ask may be what kinds of publication that you should read. If you want to try out look for
book, may be the guide untitled Fame: What the Classics Tell Us About Our Cult of Celebrity can be great
book to read. May be it might be best activity to you.

Dana Hanley:

People live in this new morning of lifestyle always try to and must have the free time or they will get great
deal of stress from both way of life and work. So , when we ask do people have free time, we will say
absolutely without a doubt. People is human not really a huge robot. Then we inquire again, what kind of
activity are there when the spare time coming to you actually of course your answer will certainly unlimited
right. Then ever try this one, reading publications. It can be your alternative throughout spending your spare
time, the book you have read is Fame: What the Classics Tell Us About Our Cult of Celebrity.

Scott Seward:

Do you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt when you find yourself in the book store?
Aim to pick one book that you never know the inside because don't assess book by its handle may doesn't
work here is difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not because fantastic as in the outside
search likes. Maybe you answer is usually Fame: What the Classics Tell Us About Our Cult of Celebrity why
because the excellent cover that make you consider regarding the content will not disappoint anyone. The
inside or content is definitely fantastic as the outside or maybe cover. Your reading 6th sense will directly
direct you to pick up this book.
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