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A monumental work of history that captures the last days of the Third Reich as never before.

Swansong 1945 chronicles the end of Nazi Germany and World War II in Europe through hundreds of
letters, diaries, and autobiographical accounts covering four days that fateful spring: Hitler’s birthday on
April 20, American and Soviet troops meeting at the Elbe on April 25, Hitler’s suicide on April 30, and
finally the German surrender on May 8. Side by side, we encounter vivid, first-person accounts of civilians
fleeing Berlin, ordinary German soldiers determined to fight to the bitter end, American POWs dreaming of
home, concentration-camp survivors’ first descriptions of their horrific experiences, as well as the intimate
thoughts of figures such as Eisenhower, Churchill, Stalin, Joseph Goebbels, and Hitler himself.

These firsthand accounts, painstakingly collected and organized by renowned German author Walter
Kempowski, provide the raw material of history and present a panoramic view of those tumultuous days. The
more than 1,000 extracts include a British soldier writing to his parents to tell them there are no baths but
plenty of eggs and chocolate, an American soldier describing “the tremendous burst of lilacs” as he
approaches the Elbe, Mussolini wishing Hitler a happy birthday, Eva Braun bragging to a girlfriend about
what a “crack shot” she’s become, and much more.

An extraordinary account of suffering and survival, Swansong 1945 brings to life the end of Nazi Germany
and the war in Europe.
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From reader reviews:

Manuel Jett:

Inside other case, little men and women like to read book Swansong 1945: A Collective Diary of the Last
Days of the Third Reich. You can choose the best book if you appreciate reading a book. Given that we
know about how is important any book Swansong 1945: A Collective Diary of the Last Days of the Third
Reich. You can add understanding and of course you can around the world by just a book. Absolutely right,
due to the fact from book you can learn everything! From your country until foreign or abroad you can be
known. About simple matter until wonderful thing you can know that. In this era, we could open a book or
perhaps searching by internet unit. It is called e-book. You may use it when you feel uninterested to go to the
library. Let's examine.

Kristen Mazur:

The book Swansong 1945: A Collective Diary of the Last Days of the Third Reich make one feel enjoy for
your spare time. You can utilize to make your capable considerably more increase. Book can for being your
best friend when you getting stress or having big problem together with your subject. If you can make
looking at a book Swansong 1945: A Collective Diary of the Last Days of the Third Reich to become your
habit, you can get much more advantages, like add your capable, increase your knowledge about a number of
or all subjects. You could know everything if you like wide open and read a book Swansong 1945: A
Collective Diary of the Last Days of the Third Reich. Kinds of book are several. It means that, science e-
book or encyclopedia or other individuals. So , how do you think about this e-book?

Valerie Little:

In this 21st hundred years, people become competitive in each and every way. By being competitive at this
point, people have do something to make these individuals survives, being in the middle of the actual
crowded place and notice by simply surrounding. One thing that often many people have underestimated that
for a while is reading. Sure, by reading a guide your ability to survive raise then having chance to stand up
than other is high. For you personally who want to start reading a book, we give you this Swansong 1945: A
Collective Diary of the Last Days of the Third Reich book as nice and daily reading book. Why, because this
book is more than just a book.

Donald Barber:

Do you one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt while you are in the book store? Attempt to
pick one book that you find out the inside because don't determine book by its cover may doesn't work at this
point is difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not as fantastic as in the outside look likes.
Maybe you answer may be Swansong 1945: A Collective Diary of the Last Days of the Third Reich why
because the fantastic cover that make you consider concerning the content will not disappoint an individual.
The inside or content is definitely fantastic as the outside or perhaps cover. Your reading sixth sense will



directly make suggestions to pick up this book.
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