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From the late sixteenth to the late seventeenth centuries, French writing is especially concerned with
analyzing human nature. The ancient ethical vision of man's nature and goal (we achieve fulfillment by
living our lives according to reason, the highest and noblest element of our nature) survives, even, to some
extent, in Descartes. But it is put into question especially by the revival of St. Augustine's thought, which
focuses on the contradictions and disorders of human desires and aspirations. Analyses of behavior display a
powerful suspicion of appearances. Human beings are increasingly seen as motivated by self-love: they are
driven by the desire for their own advantage, and take a narcissistic delight in their own image. Moral and
religious writers re-emphasize the traditional imperative of self-knowledge, but in such a way as to suggest
the difficulties of knowing oneself. Operating with the Cartesian distinction between mind and body, they
emphasize the imperceptible influence of bodily processes on our thought and attitudes. They analyze human
beings' ignorance (due to self-love) of their own motives and qualities, and the illusions under which they
live their lives. Their critique of human behavior is no less searching than that of writers who have broken
with traditional religious morality, such as Hobbes and Spinoza. A wide range of authors is studied, some
well-known, others much less so: the abstract and general analyses of philosophers and theologians
(Descartes, Jansenius, Malebranche) are juxtaposed with the less systematic and more concrete
investigations of writers like Montaigne and La Rochefoucauld, not to mention the theatre of Corneille,
Molière, and Racine.
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From reader reviews:

Gracie Thomas:

Book will be written, printed, or created for everything. You can recognize everything you want by a
publication. Book has a different type. We all know that that book is important thing to bring us around the
world. Adjacent to that you can your reading expertise was fluently. A publication Fallen Nature, Fallen
Selves: Early Modern French Thought II (v. 2) will make you to possibly be smarter. You can feel a lot more
confidence if you can know about every little thing. But some of you think in which open or reading a new
book make you bored. It is far from make you fun. Why they can be thought like that? Have you seeking best
book or ideal book with you?

Dennis James:

What do you consider book? It is just for students since they are still students or the item for all people in the
world, the actual best subject for that? Just simply you can be answered for that issue above. Every person
has various personality and hobby for every single other. Don't to be pushed someone or something that they
don't want do that. You must know how great and also important the book Fallen Nature, Fallen Selves:
Early Modern French Thought II (v. 2). All type of book could you see on many options. You can look for
the internet options or other social media.

Diane Sanchez:

The experience that you get from Fallen Nature, Fallen Selves: Early Modern French Thought II (v. 2) will
be the more deep you digging the information that hide inside words the more you get enthusiastic about
reading it. It doesn't mean that this book is hard to understand but Fallen Nature, Fallen Selves: Early
Modern French Thought II (v. 2) giving you excitement feeling of reading. The writer conveys their point in
particular way that can be understood through anyone who read the idea because the author of this
publication is well-known enough. This kind of book also makes your own vocabulary increase well. That
makes it easy to understand then can go to you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We advise you
for having this Fallen Nature, Fallen Selves: Early Modern French Thought II (v. 2) instantly.

Vincent Mickens:

Book is one of source of expertise. We can add our understanding from it. Not only for students but
additionally native or citizen have to have book to know the revise information of year in order to year. As
we know those textbooks have many advantages. Beside we add our knowledge, can bring us to around the
world. By book Fallen Nature, Fallen Selves: Early Modern French Thought II (v. 2) we can have more
advantage. Don't one to be creative people? For being creative person must like to read a book. Just simply
choose the best book that ideal with your aim. Don't always be doubt to change your life with this book
Fallen Nature, Fallen Selves: Early Modern French Thought II (v. 2). You can more appealing than now.
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