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Fiction and the Philosophy of Happiness explores the novel’s participation in eighteenth-century “inquiries
after happiness,” an ancient ethical project that acquired new urgency with the rise of subjective models of
wellbeing in early modern and Enlightenment Europe. Combining archival research on treatises on happiness
with illuminating readings of Samuel Johnson, Laurence Sterne, Denis Diderot, Jean-Jacques Rousseau,
William Godwin and Mary Hays, Brian Michael Norton’s innovative study asks us to see the novel itself as a
key instrument of Enlightenment ethics. His central argument is that the novel form provided a uniquely
valuable tool for thinking about the nature and challenges of modern happiness: whereas treatises sought to
theorize the conditions that made happiness possible in general, eighteenth-century fiction excelled at
interrogating the problem on the level of the particular, in the details of a single individual’s psychology and
unique circumstances. Fiction and the Philosophy of Happiness demonstrates further that through their fine-
tuned attention to subjectivity and social context these writers called into question some cherished and time-
honored assumptions about the good life: happiness is in one’s power; virtue is the exclusive path to
happiness; only vice can make us miserable. This elegant and richly interdisciplinary book offers a new
understanding of the cultural work the eighteenth-century novel performed as well as an original
interpretation of the Enlightenment’s ethical legacy.
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From reader reviews:

Russell Bussey:

Now a day those who Living in the era everywhere everything reachable by talk with the internet and the
resources in it can be true or not require people to be aware of each facts they get. How a lot more to be
smart in obtaining any information nowadays? Of course the solution is reading a book. Reading through a
book can help folks out of this uncertainty Information especially this Fiction and the Philosophy of
Happiness: Ethical Inquiries in the Age of Enlightenment (Transits: Literature, Thought & Culture, 1650-
1850) book since this book offers you rich details and knowledge. Of course the information in this book
hundred percent guarantees there is no doubt in it as you know.

Leo Rizer:

A lot of people always spent all their free time to vacation or maybe go to the outside with them family or
their friend. Did you know? Many a lot of people spent these people free time just watching TV, or even
playing video games all day long. In order to try to find a new activity honestly, that is look different you can
read a new book. It is really fun for you. If you enjoy the book you read you can spent all day every day to
reading a reserve. The book Fiction and the Philosophy of Happiness: Ethical Inquiries in the Age of
Enlightenment (Transits: Literature, Thought & Culture, 1650-1850) it doesn't matter what good to read.
There are a lot of individuals who recommended this book. These were enjoying reading this book. In the
event you did not have enough space to bring this book you can buy often the e-book. You can m0ore
effortlessly to read this book through your smart phone. The price is not too expensive but this book features
high quality.

Nathan Lawhorn:

Are you kind of occupied person, only have 10 as well as 15 minute in your day time to upgrading your mind
proficiency or thinking skill possibly analytical thinking? Then you have problem with the book as compared
to can satisfy your short space of time to read it because all this time you only find e-book that need more
time to be go through. Fiction and the Philosophy of Happiness: Ethical Inquiries in the Age of
Enlightenment (Transits: Literature, Thought & Culture, 1650-1850) can be your answer mainly because it
can be read by anyone who have those short free time problems.

Richard Freed:

E-book is one of source of information. We can add our knowledge from it. Not only for students and also
native or citizen require book to know the update information of year in order to year. As we know those
books have many advantages. Beside most of us add our knowledge, can also bring us to around the world.
Through the book Fiction and the Philosophy of Happiness: Ethical Inquiries in the Age of Enlightenment
(Transits: Literature, Thought & Culture, 1650-1850) we can take more advantage. Don't you to definitely be
creative people? To get creative person must want to read a book. Only choose the best book that appropriate



with your aim. Don't possibly be doubt to change your life with that book Fiction and the Philosophy of
Happiness: Ethical Inquiries in the Age of Enlightenment (Transits: Literature, Thought & Culture, 1650-
1850). You can more inviting than now.
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