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In Listening Subjects, David Schwarz uses psychoanalytic techniques to probe the visceral experiences of
music listeners. Using classical, popular, and avant-garde music as texts, Schwarz addresses intriguing
questions: why do bodies develop goose bumps when listening to music and why does music sound so good
when heard "all around?" By concentrating on music as cultural artifact, Listening Subjects shows how the
historical conditions under which music is created affect the listening experience.
Schwarz applies the ideas of post-Lacanian psychoanalytic theorists Slavoj Zizek, Julia Kristeva, and Kaja
Silverman to an analysis of diverse works. In a discussion of John Adams’s opera Nixon in China, he
presents music listening as a fantasy of being enclosed in a second skin of enveloping sound. He looks at the
song cycles of Franz Schubert as an examination and expression of epistemological doubts at the advent of
modernism, and traverses fantasy "space" in his exploration of the white noise at the end of the Beatles’ "I
Want You (She’s So Heavy)." Schwarz also considers the psychosexual undercurrent in Peter Gabriel’s
"Intruder" and the textual and ideological structures of German Oi Musik. Concluding with a reading of two
compositions by Diamanda Galás, he reveals how some performances can simultaneously produce terror and
awe, abjection and rage, pleasure and displeasure. This multilayered study transcends other interventions in
the field of musicology, particularly in its groundbreaking application of literary theory to popular and
classical music.
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From reader reviews:

Russell Bussey:

Now a day individuals who Living in the era exactly where everything reachable by connect with the internet
and the resources in it can be true or not call for people to be aware of each data they get. How many people
to be smart in receiving any information nowadays? Of course the reply is reading a book. Reading through a
book can help individuals out of this uncertainty Information specially this Listening Subjects: Music,
Psychoanalysis, Culture book as this book offers you rich info and knowledge. Of course the info in this
book hundred pct guarantees there is no doubt in it you know.

Eileen Lopez:

Hey guys, do you would like to finds a new book to learn? May be the book with the title Listening Subjects:
Music, Psychoanalysis, Culture suitable to you? The particular book was written by well-known writer in
this era. Typically the book untitled Listening Subjects: Music, Psychoanalysis, Cultureis the one of several
books this everyone read now. This book was inspired many people in the world. When you read this e-book
you will enter the new way of measuring that you ever know just before. The author explained their idea in
the simple way, consequently all of people can easily to be aware of the core of this reserve. This book will
give you a lot of information about this world now. To help you see the represented of the world with this
book.

June Ross:

Reading a publication tends to be new life style in this era globalization. With studying you can get a lot of
information that could give you benefit in your life. Together with book everyone in this world can share
their idea. Books can also inspire a lot of people. A lot of author can inspire their very own reader with their
story or perhaps their experience. Not only the storyplot that share in the textbooks. But also they write about
the knowledge about something that you need illustration. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach
your kids, there are many kinds of book that exist now. The authors these days always try to improve their
ability in writing, they also doing some investigation before they write with their book. One of them is this
Listening Subjects: Music, Psychoanalysis, Culture.

Ruth Jones:

Reading a publication make you to get more knowledge as a result. You can take knowledge and information
coming from a book. Book is published or printed or highlighted from each source that filled update of news.
On this modern era like today, many ways to get information are available for you. From media social just
like newspaper, magazines, science guide, encyclopedia, reference book, book and comic. You can add your
understanding by that book. Ready to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just seeking the
Listening Subjects: Music, Psychoanalysis, Culture when you desired it?
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