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Despite its failure to unseat King James II, the Monmouth Rebellion had a profound influence upon English
politics. In particular, it reignited the debate about whether the country should rely on a professional army
under direct royal control or local country militias made up of part-time soldiers. King James favoured the
former, and used criticism of the militiaâ€™s performance during the rebellion to support his argument.
Contemporary commentators and historians alike all certainly seemed to agree that the kingâ€™s victory
was won in spite of - not because of - the militia. But is this a fair judgement? Drawing upon a wealth of
information gathered from personal accounts, private papers, letters, financial records, diaries and memoirs,
this book revisits the events of 1685 to assess the militiaâ€™s performance in helping to defeat the so-called
â€˜pitchfork rebellionâ€™. Through an extensive investigation into the militia itself, its social composition,
role, training, armament and leadership the study sets a benchmark for what could have been realistically
expected of these part-time soldiers, and then sets this against the actual tasks that were asked of it in 1685.
The results that emerge from this exercise paint a very different picture of the militiaâ€™s role in the
rebellion than has hitherto been accepted by historians. Judged by these criteria, a convincing case is made
that the militia was in fact an efficient military organisation according to contemporary expectations and
demands made of it. Criticisms of it, it is argued, stem more from political expediency than impartial
judgment. As well as being of interest to military and social historians, this book demonstrates the dangers to
all historians of taking at face value contemporary comments. It shows how subtle and interlocking forces,
that may at first glance appear unrelated, can work together to colour opinions of events and organisations.
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From reader reviews:

Jewell Garza:

The guide untitled The Maligned Militia: The West Country Militia of the Monmouth Rebellion, 1685 is the
guide that recommended to you to learn. You can see the quality of the e-book content that will be shown to
you actually. The language that creator use to explained their way of doing something is easily to understand.
The copy writer was did a lot of investigation when write the book, and so the information that they share to
your account is absolutely accurate. You also could possibly get the e-book of The Maligned Militia: The
West Country Militia of the Monmouth Rebellion, 1685 from the publisher to make you more enjoy free
time.

Jacqueline Ramos:

Typically the book The Maligned Militia: The West Country Militia of the Monmouth Rebellion, 1685 has a
lot of information on it. So when you check out this book you can get a lot of profit. The book was compiled
by the very famous author. The writer makes some research ahead of write this book. This kind of book very
easy to read you can get the point easily after perusing this book.

Norma Wilson:

Do you have something that that suits you such as book? The guide lovers usually prefer to decide on book
like comic, short story and the biggest you are novel. Now, why not striving The Maligned Militia: The West
Country Militia of the Monmouth Rebellion, 1685 that give your pleasure preference will be satisfied
through reading this book. Reading habit all over the world can be said as the way for people to know world
better then how they react when it comes to the world. It can't be said constantly that reading routine only for
the geeky person but for all of you who wants to end up being success person. So , for all you who want to
start studying as your good habit, you can pick The Maligned Militia: The West Country Militia of the
Monmouth Rebellion, 1685 become your starter.

Bruce Harrison:

That book can make you to feel relax. This kind of book The Maligned Militia: The West Country Militia of
the Monmouth Rebellion, 1685 was colourful and of course has pictures around. As we know that book The
Maligned Militia: The West Country Militia of the Monmouth Rebellion, 1685 has many kinds or type. Start
from kids until youngsters. For example Naruto or Detective Conan you can read and believe that you are the
character on there. Therefore not at all of book are generally make you bored, any it can make you feel
happy, fun and unwind. Try to choose the best book to suit your needs and try to like reading which.
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