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Foreword by Gordon Taylor OBE, Chief Executive of the Professional Footballers' Association

This new and updated edition of 'When the Whistle Blows' is published to coincide with the centenary of the
formation of the 17th Middlesex– the ‘Footballers’ Battalion’ – in December 1914.

Following the outbreak of war in August 1914, a heated debate took place about the continuation of
professional football during a time of national crisis. The Footballers’ Battalion was raised in response to
claims that footballers were not ‘doing their bit’. Professional footballers with connections to around seventy
present-day Premier League and Football League clubs, from Aston Villa, Manchester City, and Liverpool to
Plymouth Argyle, Millwall and Leyton Orient, enlisted in the battalion They were joined by amateur players,
officials and football fans eager to serve alongside players, like Vivian Woodward (Chelsea), Tim Coleman
(Nottingham Forest) and Walter Tull (Northampton Town).

Based on extensive original research, Andrew Riddoch and John Kemp draw on many previously
unpublished letters, personal accounts and photographs to paint a vivid portrait of a remarkable battalion that
saw fierce fighting on the Somme and elsewhere on the Western Front. This centennial edition features
additional material that has come to light since the publication of the first edition in 2008.

REVIEWS OF 2008 EDITION

When Saturday Comes – ‘lucidly written and extraordinarily well researched’

Reading Evening Post - ‘… one of the best football books written for many years.… meticulously
researched, beautifully written and lavishly illustrated …’

Cross and Cockade International – ‘Recommended to anyone with an interest in the war… and/or an interest
in football history.’

The League – ‘… a significant addition to the literature of football and that of the war’.
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From reader reviews:

Danielle Smith:

What do you think of book? It is just for students since they are still students or it for all people in the world,
the particular best subject for that? Only you can be answered for that question above. Every person has
several personality and hobby for every other. Don't to be forced someone or something that they don't need
do that. You must know how great and important the book When the Whistle Blows: The Story of the
Footballers' Battalion in the Great War (Centennial Edition). All type of book would you see on many
options. You can look for the internet options or other social media.

Tonya Deschamps:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray an individual, why because this When the Whistle Blows: The Story
of the Footballers' Battalion in the Great War (Centennial Edition) book written by well-known writer who
knows well how to make book that may be understand by anyone who have read the book. Written in good
manner for you, dripping every ideas and composing skill only for eliminate your own personal hunger then
you still skepticism When the Whistle Blows: The Story of the Footballers' Battalion in the Great War
(Centennial Edition) as good book not merely by the cover but also from the content. This is one guide that
can break don't assess book by its handle, so do you still needing an additional sixth sense to pick this
specific!? Oh come on your examining sixth sense already said so why you have to listening to one more
sixth sense.

Bill Kelly:

This When the Whistle Blows: The Story of the Footballers' Battalion in the Great War (Centennial Edition)
is brand-new way for you who has interest to look for some information because it relief your hunger of
information. Getting deeper you in it getting knowledge more you know or perhaps you who still having bit
of digest in reading this When the Whistle Blows: The Story of the Footballers' Battalion in the Great War
(Centennial Edition) can be the light food for you because the information inside this kind of book is easy to
get by means of anyone. These books develop itself in the form which can be reachable by anyone, yeah I
mean in the e-book web form. People who think that in reserve form make them feel sleepy even dizzy this
reserve is the answer. So there is no in reading a book especially this one. You can find what you are looking
for. It should be here for an individual. So , don't miss the idea! Just read this e-book sort for your better life
along with knowledge.

Doyle Swoope:

Reading a reserve make you to get more knowledge from that. You can take knowledge and information
coming from a book. Book is created or printed or descriptive from each source this filled update of news. In
this modern era like at this point, many ways to get information are available for anyone. From media social
like newspaper, magazines, science book, encyclopedia, reference book, fresh and comic. You can add your



understanding by that book. Are you ready to spend your spare time to spread out your book? Or just in
search of the When the Whistle Blows: The Story of the Footballers' Battalion in the Great War (Centennial
Edition) when you desired it?
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