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The national park system ranks among our most magnificent achievements and the story of its creation
reveals how the American landscape shaped our history and character and continues to do so almost 175
years after painter George Catlin first proposed “a nation’s Park.”

In these lavishly illustrated pages, award-winning author Kim Heacox chronicles our changing visions of
wildness from the 17th century, when the first settlers built towns around shared commons, to 1916, when
the National Park Service initiated a new kind of common–unspoiled parkland held in trust for Americans
everywhere.

Here are explorers like Daniel Boone, Kit Carson, and John Wesley Powell, who reported wonders so
amazing they were met with disbelief. Here too are farsighted leaders like Thomas Jefferson, Theodore
Roosevelt, and other sponsors of such parks as Yosemite and Yellowstone.

In spectacular counterpoint, 100 illustrations unveil a pristine new world that awed the artists and
photographers from Eadweard Muybridge to Ansel Adams. An epilogue summarizes developments since
1916, and an appendix provides descriptions of every national park. A tale of discovery and an eloquent
testament to our unparalleled natural glories, this is more than an account of our national parks: it’s a telling
portrait of the essential America.
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From reader reviews:

Fernando Levering:

The book An American Idea: The Making of the National Parks make you feel enjoy for your spare time.
You need to use to make your capable more increase. Book can to be your best friend when you getting
anxiety or having big problem with the subject. If you can make reading through a book An American Idea:
The Making of the National Parks to get your habit, you can get much more advantages, like add your own
personal capable, increase your knowledge about some or all subjects. You could know everything if you
like wide open and read a publication An American Idea: The Making of the National Parks. Kinds of book
are a lot of. It means that, science e-book or encyclopedia or other individuals. So , how do you think about
this publication?

Junior Price:

What do you concentrate on book? It is just for students as they are still students or it for all people in the
world, the actual best subject for that? Merely you can be answered for that question above. Every person
has diverse personality and hobby for each and every other. Don't to be compelled someone or something
that they don't desire do that. You must know how great in addition to important the book An American Idea:
The Making of the National Parks. All type of book can you see on many options. You can look for the
internet methods or other social media.

Cheri Turner:

The book untitled An American Idea: The Making of the National Parks contain a lot of information on that.
The writer explains your girlfriend idea with easy means. The language is very simple to implement all the
people, so do definitely not worry, you can easy to read it. The book was published by famous author. The
author brings you in the new age of literary works. It is easy to read this book because you can read more
your smart phone, or program, so you can read the book with anywhere and anytime. If you want to buy the
e-book, you can start their official web-site and also order it. Have a nice examine.

Herman Hernandez:

That publication can make you to feel relax. This kind of book An American Idea: The Making of the
National Parks was vibrant and of course has pictures on there. As we know that book An American Idea:
The Making of the National Parks has many kinds or category. Start from kids until youngsters. For example
Naruto or Investigation company Conan you can read and think that you are the character on there. Therefore
not at all of book are usually make you bored, any it offers up you feel happy, fun and rest. Try to choose the
best book in your case and try to like reading in which.
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