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Hugh H. Benson explores Plato's answer to Clitophon's challenge, the question of how one can acquire the
knowledge Socrates argues is essential to human flourishing-knowledge we all seem to lack. Plato suggests
two methods by which this knowledge may be gained: the first is learning from those who already have the
knowledge one seeks, and the second is discovering the knowledge one seeks on one's own.

The book begins with a brief look at some of the Socratic dialogues where Plato appears to recommend the
former approach while simultaneously indicating various difficulties in pursuing it. The remainder of the
book focuses on Plato's recommendation in some of his most important and central dialogues-the Meno,
Phaedo, and Republic-for carrying out the second approach: de novo inquiry. The book turns first to the
famous paradox concerning the possibility of such an inquiry and explores Plato's apparent solution. Having
defended the possibility of de novo inquiry as a response to Clitophon's challenge, Plato explains the method
or procedure by which such inquiry is to be carried out. The book defends the controversial thesis that the
method of hypothesis, as described and practiced in the Meno, Phaedo, and Republic, is, when practiced
correctly, Plato's recommended method of acquiring on one's own the essential knowledge we lack. The
method of hypothesis when practiced correctly is, then, Platonic dialectic, and this is Plato's response to
Clitophon's challenge.

"This is a new book on a critically important topic, methodology, as it is explored in three of the most
important works by one of the most important philosophers in the very long history of philosophy, written by
a scholar of international stature who is working from many years of experience and currently at the top of
his game. It promises to be one of the most important books ever written on this subject."-Nicholas Smith,
James F. Miller Professor of Humanities, Lewis and Clark College

"The thesis is bold and the results are important for our understanding of some of the most studied and
controversial dialogues by and philosophical theses in Plato. In my view, Hugh Benson's examination of the
method of hypothesis in the Meno and the Phaedo is a tour de force of subtle and careful scholarship: I think
that this part of the book will be adopted as the standard interpretation of this basic notion in Plato. An
excellent and important book."-Charles Brittain, Susan Linn Sage Professor of Philosophy and Humane
Letters, Cornell University
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From reader reviews:

Betty Terry:

This Clitophon's Challenge: Dialectic in Plato's Meno, Phaedo, and Republic book is not really ordinary
book, you have after that it the world is in your hands. The benefit you will get by reading this book is
definitely information inside this e-book incredible fresh, you will get information which is getting deeper a
person read a lot of information you will get. This specific Clitophon's Challenge: Dialectic in Plato's Meno,
Phaedo, and Republic without we recognize teach the one who reading it become critical in contemplating
and analyzing. Don't become worry Clitophon's Challenge: Dialectic in Plato's Meno, Phaedo, and Republic
can bring any time you are and not make your handbag space or bookshelves' become full because you can
have it in your lovely laptop even phone. This Clitophon's Challenge: Dialectic in Plato's Meno, Phaedo, and
Republic having fine arrangement in word and also layout, so you will not really feel uninterested in reading.

Roxie Lloyd:

Information is provisions for people to get better life, information currently can get by anyone at everywhere.
The information can be a information or any news even a concern. What people must be consider if those
information which is inside the former life are challenging be find than now could be taking seriously which
one is suitable to believe or which one the particular resource are convinced. If you have the unstable
resource then you get it as your main information we will see huge disadvantage for you. All of those
possibilities will not happen with you if you take Clitophon's Challenge: Dialectic in Plato's Meno, Phaedo,
and Republic as your daily resource information.

Dianna Chrisman:

Reading can called mind hangout, why? Because when you are reading a book mainly book entitled
Clitophon's Challenge: Dialectic in Plato's Meno, Phaedo, and Republic your thoughts will drift away trough
every dimension, wandering in each and every aspect that maybe unfamiliar for but surely can become your
mind friends. Imaging each word written in a e-book then become one web form conclusion and explanation
that maybe you never get prior to. The Clitophon's Challenge: Dialectic in Plato's Meno, Phaedo, and
Republic giving you yet another experience more than blown away your brain but also giving you useful info
for your better life with this era. So now let us show you the relaxing pattern this is your body and mind will
probably be pleased when you are finished reading it, like winning a. Do you want to try this extraordinary
paying spare time activity?

Stanley Cooper:

Reading a e-book make you to get more knowledge from that. You can take knowledge and information
originating from a book. Book is written or printed or created from each source that will filled update of
news. On this modern era like currently, many ways to get information are available for you actually. From
media social including newspaper, magazines, science publication, encyclopedia, reference book, fresh and



comic. You can add your understanding by that book. Isn't it time to spend your spare time to spread out
your book? Or just looking for the Clitophon's Challenge: Dialectic in Plato's Meno, Phaedo, and Republic
when you desired it?
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