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*Discusses the myths and legends surrounding Catherine's life and death.
*Includes passages from Catherine's memoirs and letters she wrote to contemporaries like Voltaire and
Diderot.
*Includes pictures depicting Catherine and important people in her life.
*Includes a Bibliography for further reading.

A lot of ink has been spilled covering the lives of history's most influential figures, but how much of the
forest is lost for the trees? In Charles River Editors' Russian Legends series, readers can get caught up to
speed on the lives of Russia's most important men and women in the time it takes to finish a commute, while
learning interesting facts long forgotten or never known.
As one of the most famous women rulers in history, Russian Empress Catherine the Great has long been
remembered not only as one of the most powerful women of her time, but she was also one of the most
powerful and capable rulers in all of Europe. And her path to the throne was just as remarkable as her reign.
In a story that sounds like it could have been a precursor to Cinderella, Catherine the Great was born into a
family of minor nobility, but she managed to forge her own destiny through her own cunning use of
diplomacy and intrigue, gradually gaining allies and power. By 1762, she confident enough to conspire
against her own husband, Peter III, whose reign as Tsar lasted just six months before his arrest at the hands
of his wife. Upon his arrest and death, Catherine took power as the regent for their son, Grand Duke Paul.
Despite the strong-arm tactics, Catherine came to power in the midst of the Enlightenment, which was
flourishing in France and Britain, and she would rule as an Enlightened ruler. A known correspondent of
Voltaire's, Catherine sought to modernize Russia and turn it into a force in its own right, creating a rich and
cultured court at the same time. Over the course of nearly 35 years in power, Catherine ushered in the
Russian Enlightenment and presided over a period of time known as the Golden Age of the Russian Empire.
Given her length of reign, forceful character, and lasting legacy, it was inevitable that legends about
Catherine the Great would also pop up in the wake of her death. To an extent, certain legends have
overshadowed her actual accomplishments, even as they continue to be circulated. Russian Legends: The
Life and Legacy of Catherine the Great addresses the controversial legends about Catherine and her reign,
but it also explores how a woman became one of the most powerful rulers in a country and continent
dominated by men. Along with pictures of important people, places, and events, you will learn about
Catherine the Great like you never have before, in no time at all.
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From reader reviews:

Bert Gomes:

Here thing why this particular Russian Legends: The Life and Legacy of Catherine the Great are different
and reliable to be yours. First of all studying a book is good but it really depends in the content from it which
is the content is as delightful as food or not. Russian Legends: The Life and Legacy of Catherine the Great
giving you information deeper and different ways, you can find any reserve out there but there is no reserve
that similar with Russian Legends: The Life and Legacy of Catherine the Great. It gives you thrill reading
journey, its open up your own personal eyes about the thing this happened in the world which is perhaps can
be happened around you. It is easy to bring everywhere like in playground, café, or even in your means home
by train. Should you be having difficulties in bringing the printed book maybe the form of Russian Legends:
The Life and Legacy of Catherine the Great in e-book can be your choice.

Margaret Walker:

Now a day individuals who Living in the era exactly where everything reachable by talk with the internet
and the resources inside can be true or not call for people to be aware of each details they get. How many
people to be smart in acquiring any information nowadays? Of course the answer then is reading a book.
Reading a book can help folks out of this uncertainty Information specially this Russian Legends: The Life
and Legacy of Catherine the Great book since this book offers you rich information and knowledge. Of
course the data in this book hundred per-cent guarantees there is no doubt in it everbody knows.

Bernice King:

The guide with title Russian Legends: The Life and Legacy of Catherine the Great contains a lot of
information that you can understand it. You can get a lot of help after read this book. This specific book exist
new know-how the information that exist in this book represented the condition of the world right now. That
is important to yo7u to be aware of how the improvement of the world. This book will bring you throughout
new era of the syndication. You can read the e-book on your own smart phone, so you can read that
anywhere you want.

Maria Levine:

On this era which is the greater particular person or who has ability to do something more are more special
than other. Do you want to become one among it? It is just simple strategy to have that. What you must do is
just spending your time little but quite enough to possess a look at some books. On the list of books in the
top record in your reading list will be Russian Legends: The Life and Legacy of Catherine the Great. This
book which is qualified as The Hungry Mountains can get you closer in growing to be precious person. By
looking upwards and review this publication you can get many advantages.
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