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Ancient Greek literature, Athenian civic ideology, and modern classical scholarship have all worked together
to reinforce the idea that there were three neatly defined status groups in classical Athens--citizens, slaves,
and resident foreigners. But this book--the first comprehensive account of status in ancient democratic
Athens--clearly lays out the evidence for a much broader and more complex spectrum of statuses, one that
has important implications for understanding Greek social and cultural history. By revealing a social and
legal reality otherwise masked by Athenian ideology, Deborah Kamen illuminates the complexity of
Athenian social structure, uncovers tensions between democratic ideology and practice, and contributes to
larger questions about the relationship between citizenship and democracy.

Each chapter is devoted to one of ten distinct status groups in classical Athens (451/0-323 BCE): chattel
slaves, privileged chattel slaves, conditionally freed slaves, resident foreigners (metics), privileged metics,
bastards, disenfranchised citizens, naturalized citizens, female citizens, and male citizens. Examining a wide
range of literary, epigraphic, and legal evidence, as well as factors not generally considered together, such as
property ownership, corporal inviolability, and religious rights, the book demonstrates the important legal
and social distinctions that were drawn between various groups of individuals in Athens. At the same time, it
reveals that the boundaries between these groups were less fixed and more permeable than Athenians
themselves acknowledged. The book concludes by trying to explain why ancient Greek literature maintains
the fiction of three status groups despite a far more complex reality.
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From reader reviews:

Jerry Linton:

In this 21st hundred years, people become competitive in every way. By being competitive currently, people
have do something to make all of them survives, being in the middle of the actual crowded place and notice
by means of surrounding. One thing that occasionally many people have underestimated the idea for a while
is reading. That's why, by reading a reserve your ability to survive increase then having chance to stand up
than other is high. For you personally who want to start reading some sort of book, we give you this
particular Status in Classical Athens book as beginner and daily reading book. Why, because this book is
more than just a book.

Maria Vanness:

Now a day those who Living in the era wherever everything reachable by connect with the internet and the
resources included can be true or not need people to be aware of each data they get. How individuals to be
smart in getting any information nowadays? Of course the solution is reading a book. Reading through a
book can help individuals out of this uncertainty Information mainly this Status in Classical Athens book as
this book offers you rich details and knowledge. Of course the data in this book hundred % guarantees there
is no doubt in it you know.

Albert Collins:

The ability that you get from Status in Classical Athens will be the more deep you looking the information
that hide within the words the more you get thinking about reading it. It does not mean that this book is hard
to be aware of but Status in Classical Athens giving you buzz feeling of reading. The author conveys their
point in specific way that can be understood simply by anyone who read the idea because the author of this
e-book is well-known enough. This kind of book also makes your own personal vocabulary increase well.
That makes it easy to understand then can go to you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We
propose you for having that Status in Classical Athens instantly.

Jim Loop:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray a person, why because this Status in Classical Athens publication
written by well-known writer who knows well how to make book which can be understand by anyone who
also read the book. Written inside good manner for you, leaking every ideas and publishing skill only for
eliminate your hunger then you still question Status in Classical Athens as good book but not only by the
cover but also through the content. This is one book that can break don't determine book by its handle, so do
you still needing a different sixth sense to pick this particular!? Oh come on your studying sixth sense
already alerted you so why you have to listening to one more sixth sense.
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