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The transformation of Islamic architecture and ornament during the eleventh and twelfth centuries signaled
profound cultural changes in the Islamic world. Yasser Tabbaa explores with exemplary lucidity the
geometric techniques that facilitated this transformation, and investigates the cultural processes by which
meaning was produced within the new forms. Iran, Iraq, and Syria saw the development of proportional
calligraphy, vegetal and geometric arabesque, muqarnas (stalactite) vaulting, and other devices that became
defining features of medieval Islamic architecture. Ultimately, the forms and themes described in this book
shaped the development of Mamluk architecture in Egypt and Syria, and by extension, the entire course of
North African and Andalusian architecture as well. These innovations developed and were disseminated in a
highly charged atmosphere of confrontation between the Seljuk and post-Seljuk proponents of the
traditionalist Sunni revival and their main opponents in Fatimid Egypt. These forms stood as visual signs of
allegiance to the orthodox Abbasid caliphate and of difference from the heterodox Fatimids. Tabbaa
proposes that their rapid spread throughout the Islamic world operated within a system of reciprocating,
ceremonial gestures, which conveyed a new and formal language that helped negotiate the gap between the
myth of a unified Sunni Islam and its actual political fragmentation. In subject matter and approach, The
Transformation of Islamic Art during the Sunni Revival makes original contributions to the study of art,
revealing that this relatively neglected sector of medieval art and architecture is of critical importance for
reevaluating the entire field of Islamic studies. It challenges the essentialist and positivist approaches that
still permeate the study of Islamic art, and offers a historical and semiotic alternative for exploring meaning
within ruptures of change.
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From reader reviews:

Scott Ridgway:

Book will be written, printed, or created for everything. You can recognize everything you want by a book.
Book has a different type. As we know that book is important point to bring us around the world. Close to
that you can your reading proficiency was fluently. A e-book The Transformation of Islamic Art During the
Sunni Revival (Publications on the Near East) will make you to possibly be smarter. You can feel more
confidence if you can know about everything. But some of you think that will open or reading the book make
you bored. It is far from make you fun. Why they could be thought like that? Have you searching for best
book or acceptable book with you?

Helen Kingsbury:

What do you about book? It is not important to you? Or just adding material when you need something to
explain what yours problem? How about your time? Or are you busy particular person? If you don't have
spare time to accomplish others business, it is make you feel bored faster. And you have free time? What did
you do? Everybody has many questions above. The doctor has to answer that question since just their can do
that will. It said that about publication. Book is familiar on every person. Yes, it is proper. Because start from
on guardería until university need that The Transformation of Islamic Art During the Sunni Revival
(Publications on the Near East) to read.

Juan Farley:

This The Transformation of Islamic Art During the Sunni Revival (Publications on the Near East) is great
publication for you because the content which is full of information for you who all always deal with world
and have to make decision every minute. This particular book reveal it info accurately using great arrange
word or we can claim no rambling sentences inside. So if you are read this hurriedly you can have whole
facts in it. Doesn't mean it only provides you with straight forward sentences but tricky core information with
attractive delivering sentences. Having The Transformation of Islamic Art During the Sunni Revival
(Publications on the Near East) in your hand like getting the world in your arm, details in it is not ridiculous
1. We can say that no guide that offer you world with ten or fifteen second right but this guide already do
that. So , this really is good reading book. Hello Mr. and Mrs. busy do you still doubt this?

Rene Moore:

Many people said that they feel bored stiff when they reading a guide. They are directly felt the item when
they get a half areas of the book. You can choose often the book The Transformation of Islamic Art During
the Sunni Revival (Publications on the Near East) to make your own reading is interesting. Your own
personal skill of reading expertise is developing when you just like reading. Try to choose simple book to
make you enjoy to learn it and mingle the feeling about book and reading especially. It is to be initially
opinion for you to like to available a book and learn it. Beside that the guide The Transformation of Islamic



Art During the Sunni Revival (Publications on the Near East) can to be a newly purchased friend when
you're feel alone and confuse in doing what must you're doing of their time.
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